
Maryland Study on Preventable Crimes 
Requiring DNA for qualifying arrests in the proposed legislation can solve and prevent violent crimes. 

Waiting for convictions can cost lives. 

SUPPORT 
HB 370 / SB 211 

 
 
This study explores the potential benefits of expanding Maryland’s DNA collection to those arrested for crimes of violence and burglaries.  An 
assessment of the criminal histories for three offenders—Alphonso Hill, Leon Copeland and Joseph McInnis—demonstrates the benefits of the 
proposed legislation in preventing crimes and solving crimes in less time.   
 
If DNA samples had been required upon arrest for these three individuals, 20 crimes could have been prevented. 

 
Preventable Crimes:  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X     

 
 
Joseph McInnis was charged with ten crimes, including rape, robbery, battery and assault.  If the proposed legislation had been in 
place, four violent crimes could have been prevented. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Leon Copeland was charged with three rapes/sexual assaults, three robberies, two burglaries, and one murder.  If the proposed 
legislation had been in place, eleven violent crimes could have been prevented. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Alphonso Hill was charged with over 30 crimes, including qualifying offenses of rape, sex offenses, kidnapping, assault, and burglary.  
If the proposed legislation had been in place, six violent crimes could have been prevented.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
9/1984: 

Women raped 
twice in Baltimore 

County 

5/1987: 
Male subject 
murdered in 

Baltimore County 

9/2007: 
CODIS hit—unknown 

Male profile 

9/2007: 
Baltimore County PD Biology 

Lab confirms DNA comparison 

9/2007:  
DNA swabs taken from  

possible suspect, McInnis 

10/1988: 
Arrested for 

Robbery with a 
Deadly Weapon 

 
12/1995: 

Arrested for Assault 

9/1995: 
Arrested for battery 

with a deadly 
weapon 

3/1995: 
Arrested for Battery

with a deadly 
weapon 

12/1976: 
Arrested for 
Assault in 

Baltimore County 

3/1980: 
Arrested for 
Burglary in 

Baltimore City 

9/1986: Arrested 
for Assault with 

intent to Murder in 
Baltimore County 

11/1986: 
Arrested for Rape 

and Robbery in 
Baltimore County 

6/2000: DNA match
found to 1986 

Murder. Arrested 
for Murder in 

Baltimore County 

6/1979:  
Arrested for 
Burglary in 

Baltimore City 

4/2005: 
Arrested for 

Rape 

11/1986: 
Arrested for Sex Offense 

in the 1st Degree in 
Baltimore City 

10/1986:  
Arrested for 
Robbery in 

Baltimore County 

04/1992: 
Arrested for 

Assault  

 
 

11/1978:  
Women Raped 

04/2002:  
Arrested for Assault w/ 

Intent to Rape, 1st Degree
Burglary, and 1st Degree 

Assault 
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1/1979: 
Woman Raped 

3/1989: 
Woman Raped 

6/1983: 
Woman Raped 

9/1979:  
Woman Raped 

10/2002: Woman 
Raped 

6/1979: Arrested 
for Assault with 
Intent to Rob 

8/22/2007: CODIS hit on 
Hill’s DNA links him to six 

unsolved rapes 

10/1988: 
Arrested for Battery

9/2007:  
McInnis arrested for the 1987 Murder 
in the 1st degree; 2 counts Rape in the

2nd degree; Attempted Armed 
Robbery 

12/1986:  
Arrested for Robbery with 

a Deadly Weapon in 
Anne Arundel County 

12/2004: 
DNA Match to 
5/1986 Rape 

6/1985: 
Woman Raped 

5/1986: 
Woman Raped 

8/1986: 
Woman Raped and
Man Murdered in 

same incident 

8/28/2007: Hill charged with 6 counts of 1st Degree 
Rape; 6 counts of 1st degree Sex Offense, 2 counts of
Kidnapping, 2 counts of Perverted Practice, 6 counts 

of 1st Degree Assault, 4 counts of 1st Degree 
Burglary; sodomy, and several weapons charges 
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5/1998: 
DNA sample was 

collected from 
Copeland 
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7/1978: 
Woman Raped 

 
8/13/2007: 

DNA swab taken 
from Hill 

| 

Sources:  Maryland Criminal Justice Information System 
                Baltimore County Police Department 
 Maryland State Police 




