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VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN AND GIRLS GLOBALLY: 

A COST WE CAN’T AFFORD 
 

Violence against women and girls is an extreme human rights violation, a public health epidemic and a 

barrier to solving global challenges such as extreme poverty, HIV/AIDS and conflict. It devastates the lives 

of millions of women and girls—in peacetime and in conflict—and knows no national or cultural barriers. 

 

 
 

Violence against women and girls impedes economic growth and is also an early warning sign of 

conflict and instability. It costs countries and businesses millions in health care costs and lost 

productivity. Yet, when women and girls thrive, societies are more likely to achieve health, wealth, 

and have more participatory and democratic governments.  
 

Violence against women and girls is an epidemic we just can’t afford to ignore. 

 

 Millions of women and girls worldwide are physically, sexually or otherwise 

abused at some point in their lifetimes, with rates reaching up to 71% in 

some countries.1 
 

 Each year, around 3 million girls and women—or some 8,000 girls each 

day—face the risk of female genital mutilation (FGM) or cutting. An 

estimated 130 to 140 million girls and women have undergone the practice, 

mostly in Africa and some countries in Asia and the Middle East.2 
 

 A 2011 UNHCR study of internally displaced persons (IDP) camps in Haiti 

found that women were resorting to transactional sex—a practice often 

intended to provide their families with such basic necessities as food—in all 
five IDP camps surveyed.3  
 

 The World Health Organization estimates that 150 million girls and 73 million 

boys are sexually assaulted each year, with many of these acts occurring 

on the way to or at school.4 
 

 While sexual violence in the DRC is primarily perpetrated by armed 

combatants, between 2004 and 2008, the number of civilian rapes 

increased by an astounding 1733% or 17-fold.5  
 

 Almost half of all sexual assaults are against girls 15 years of age or 

younger.6 

 Violence against women and girls keeps them from getting an education, working or earning an income. In 

India, for example, a survey revealed that women who experienced even a single incident of violence lost 

an average of 7 working days.7 In Nicaragua, a study found that children of female victims of violence leave 

school an average of four years earlier than other children.8 

 According to a World Bank report, Colombian women who suffer physical violence have 14% lower earnings 

than women who do not suffer violence. Colombian society experienced a loss of approximately 4% of the 

GDP in 2003 due to the indirect costs of domestic violence.9 

 Studies have shown that the children of abused mothers have lower rates of immunization, higher rates of 

diarrheal disease, and are more likely to die before the age of five years.10 

 Women who have experienced sexual, physical, or emotional abuse within their marriages are up to 3.5 

times as likely to test positive for HIV.11 

 Children who live with and are aware of violence in the home are more likely to suffer from physical or 

sexual violence themselves.12 
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