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Senator Whitehouse, Chairman Leahy, Ranking Member Grassley, Judiciary Committee 

Members, Senators: 

 

 

Thank you for considering this important issue and letting me share my own near-death 

experience with domestic violence.  

My name is Christy Salters Martin. I am a concealed carry permit holder and a gun owner. I 

spent many years in the ring as a successful professional boxer. But on November 23, 2010, I 

literally fought for my life when my husband of 19 years tried to murder me.  

Jim always told me that if I ever left him, he would kill me. He threatened my life for more than 

20 years. When I finally got up the courage to tell him we were through, he did his best to make 

good on his promise, stabbing me four times with a 9-inch long blade and then shooting me with 

my own 9mm handgun. The bullet came within four inches of my heart.  

Jim left me for dead on the bedroom floor, but I managed to make it outside and flag down a 

passing car to take me to the hospital. Somehow, I survived. 

But thousands of American women are not so lucky. A woman has a 1 in 3 chance of 

experiencing abuse during her lifetime,
1
 and guns make it much worse: when an abuser has 

access to a gun, it’s five times more likely that the woman will be murdered.
2
 In fact, over half of 

all women murdered in this country are killed by an intimate partner or family member.
3
 

That’s why I’m writing to ask you to support the Domestic Violence and Stalking Victims Act of 

2013, S.1290, introduced by Senator Amy Klobuchar. This important legislation would fix two 

holes in the law protecting abused women from gun violence. 

Right now, federal law recognizes that guns and abuse are a deadly combination and says that if 

you are convicted of a crime of domestic violence or have a domestic violence restraining order 
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taken out against you, you’re not allowed to buy or own a gun.
4
 This law works to keep guns out 

of the hands of dangerous abusers, and it turns out that one out of six people stopped from 

buying guns from a licensed dealer is a confirmed domestic abuser.
5
 

But the law has serious loopholes. First, it only applies to a person who abuses his intimate 

partner if they were married, have lived together, or had a child together. But in today’s world, 

more people are killed by a dating partner than by a spouse.
6
 S.1290 would change the definition 

of intimate partner to include dating partners. Second, current federal law does nothing to stop 

many convicted stalkers from buying or owning guns. Considering that almost 9 out of 10 

victims of attempted murder were stalked by their attacker within a year of the crime,
7
 it’s 

critically important to keep guns out of the hands of stalkers. S.1290 would do so by adding 

stalking to the list of prohibiting crimes. 

Some say that removing guns from an abusive home prevents a woman from using the best tool 

she has to defend herself. Well, I’m an experienced gun owner, with a concealed carry permit. 

I’m also a professionally trained fighter. But even I wasn’t able to stop my abuser from using my 

gun against me, and my experience is all too common. Abused women are almost ten times as 

likely to be threatened with a gun as they are to use it to defend themselves.
8
  

I am still a gun owner and a proud supporter of the Second Amendment. But respect for the 

rights of law-abiding citizens does not mean we cannot prevent dangerous abusers from getting 

their hands on deadly weapons. Women will continue to face an epidemic of gun violence until 

Congress steps up and strengthens these laws. I’m asking you to take action and vote for S.1290 

so that fewer women in abusive relationships will experience what I went through, or even 

worse. 

                                                             
4 18 U.S.C. § 922(g)(8),(9). 
5 FBI, NICS Operations Reports, 1998-2013. 
6 U.S. Department of Justice, Homicide Trends in the United Stated 1980-2008, available online at: http://1.usa.gov/1uARYtW. 
7 Source: JM McFarlane et al, "Stalking and intimate partner femicide," Homicide Studies, Nov. 1999. 
8 SB Sorenson and Wiebe, "Weapons in the lives of battered women," American Journal of Public Health, 2004. 


