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Veterans Court program comes to Travis County 
 
By Joe Dougherty, Austin Texas Veterans Commission 
 

 
On Oct. 1, 2010, the Travis County Veterans Court began accepting applications from 
Veterans interested in alternative adjudication for misdemeanor, non-violent offenses. 
Admission into the Veterans Court program enables the Veteran to receive needed 
treatment from the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) and County Health and Human 
Services with support from Texas Veterans Commission Claims and Employment Services. 
Upon successful completion of the program, the Veteran’s criminal case will be dismissed. 
 
While similar to Veterans courts are established in Harris County, Tarrant County and 
other judicial entities, the Travis County Veterans court system has assembled volunteer 
mentors, mental health specialists, defense attorneys providing pro bono services, 
University of Texas law school students and other private and public organizations to 
provide assistance to returning Veterans.  Each individual is screened to by the VA, court 
officials and Travis County District attorneys to determine if they meet the following 
requirements: 
 

 Discharged or released with other than a dishonorable discharge 

 Diagnosed with Posttraumatic Stress Disorder, Traumatic Brain Injury or other 
condition associated with their military service 

 Charged with a misdemeanor, non-violent offense 
 
As far back as September 2007, Judge Michael Denton, Travis County Criminal Court 4, 
noticed a rising trend of Veterans appearing in court for various charges and felt there was 
a need for special program for the service men and women. Judge Denton initiated the 
Veteran Intervention Project (VIP) in Travis County. He tasked Maria Canchola, Precinct 
Four Constable and Bruce Elfant, Precinct Five Constable to investigate, develop and 
implement the VIP program. One of the many accomplishments of the VIP Committee is the 
implementation of the Travis County Veterans Court. This was accomplished through three 
years of meetings, approval processing through the County Commissioners Court, 
identification and assembly of resources, receipt of a grant for funding, hiring a Veterans 
Court Manager and overcoming other legal and bureaucratic obstacles. 
 
The Veterans Court team, which consists of the Honorable Judge Denton, Travis County 
District Attorney’s Office staff, the Veterans Court Manager, a Veterans Court defense 
attorney and two VA officials, meets regularly to assess and discuss potential participants’ 
cases. Volunteer mentors are available to guide and support the Veteran’s recovery and re-
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adjustment. Texas Veterans Commission Employment Services Representatives will 
provide employment assistance and Intensive Service case management, when needed. Joe 
Dougherty, Austin Texas Veterans Commission Employment Representative, has been 
selected and trained as a court mentor and will be assisting and supporting the applicants 
in their recovery and navigation of the court system. 
 
For more information contact: 
Jackson Glass, Veterans Court Manager 
Jackson.Glass@co.travis.tx.us 
 
Maria Canchola, Constable 4th Precinct, Travis County: 
maria.canchola@co.travis.tx.us 
 
Bruce Elfant, Constable 5th Precinct, Travis County: 
bjelfant@co.travis.tx.us 
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