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LONG-OVERDUE: EFFECTIVE APPROACHES 
FOR REDUCING PROSTITUTION IN TEXAS 

---- 

New report and legislation being heard today 
urge proactive, innovative strategies 

that will reduce costs and improve public health and safety 

[AUSTIN – April 16, 2013]  – Texas incarcerates sex workers at a higher rate than most 
other states, and it is the only state in the nation to charge individuals engaging in 
prostitution with a felony.  This punitive approach has not significantly deterred 
individuals from prostitution or decreased the number of prostitution arrests.  Instead, 
Texas’ policies have resulted in high costs associated with policing, prosecuting, and 
incarcerating these individuals, and they have created collateral consequences for the 
arrested individuals themselves and the communities where prostitution occurs. 

“These women are daughters, sisters, mothers, of all races and ages, and they have one 
common denominator – they need some help to get off the streets,” said State Senator José 
Rodríguez.  “Harsh penalties have harmed people who we might be able to help while 
failing to keep the streets clean.  We must approach this issue with compassion for those 
who are victimized by the sex trade, and maintain a focus on keeping families safe, healthy 
and intact.” 

A new report out today from the Texas Criminal Justice Coalition (TCJC) recommends 
that communities invest in diversion programs, which have a proven track record of 
success in offering individuals a safe and permanent exit from prostitution, while 
simultaneously saving the state and counties much-needed funds and positively 
impacting both public health and public safety. 

“Repeatedly locking up these women without giving them any help is failing them, failing 
taxpayers, and simply moving the problem from one street corner to another,” said State 
Representative Eric Johnson.  “I am committed to finding an approach that will end this 
senseless practice and give people the tools they need to make better life decisions.” 
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Companion bills by Representative Johnson (H.B. 2801) and Senator Rodríguez (S.B. 
1712) will offer individuals a viable exit from the business, while helping them avoid the 
devastating, lifelong consequences of a conviction. 

 H.B. 2801 and S.B. 1712 will allow for participation in a pretrial intervention or 
deferred prosecution program that will provide much-needed support for 
individuals who engage in prostitution, creating long-term reductions in 
recidivism and its associated costs.  Participation in such a program, as available in 
the county and based on the consent of the district attorney, will require education, 
counseling, or treatment in regard to mental health, substance abuse, and sexually 
based issues.  Furthermore, successful completion of the program may result in 
dismissal of the charges, where applicable. 

 H.B. 2801 and S.B. 1712 will cap the punishment for offering to engage in (vs. 
soliciting) prostitution at a Class A misdemeanor, resulting in significant cost 
savings.  Again, this prevents someone who has become trapped in prostitution from 
becoming saddled with the collateral consequences of a felony conviction, which make 
it difficult to leave that lifestyle and often result in further offending.  In addition, 
counties will forego the expense of felony prosecutions, and the state will see savings as 
a result of not having to incarcerate these individuals in state jails or prisons. 

“Individuals become involved with prostitution for a variety of reasons,” said Dr. Ana 
Yáñez-Correa, TCJC’s Executive Director.  “It may be a conscious, voluntary decision; it may 
be a means of survival; or it may have been forced upon them.  These women and men are 
far more likely to suffer from mental illness, drug and alcohol addiction, and past trauma 
than both the general population and many other individuals entering the criminal justice 
system.  They need real help, and we believe these policies are a smart step for Texas.” 

NOTE: H.B. 2801 is being heard today, April 16, 2013, by the House Committee on 
Criminal Jurisprudence, at 10:30 AM or upon final adjournment/recess by the House, in 
Capitol Extension Room E2.016. 

For a copy of TCJC’s report, Effective Approaches for Reducing Prostitution in Texas: 
Proactive and Cost-Efficient Strategies to Help People Leave the Streets, please visit 
www.texascjc.org/effective-approaches-reducing-prostitution. 

### 

The Texas Criminal Justice Coalition works with peers, policy-makers, practitioners, and 
community members to identify and promote smart justice policies that safely reduce the 
state’s costly over-reliance on incarceration – creating stronger families, less taxpayer waste, 
and safer communities. 
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