
Settlement Reached in Domestic Violence Trial 
Page 1 of 2 

Women’s eNews 
 

June 18, 2002 
 

Settlement Reached in Domestic Violence Trial 
 

By Rebecca Vesely, WEnews correspondent 

Update: A domestic violence case that promised to alter the way American law enforcement 
agencies handle batterers was settled in San Francisco for $1 million. 

SAN FRANCISCO (WOMENSENEWS) – A ground-breaking domestic violence case was 
settled out of court for $1 million Tuesday, marking the first time that monetary damages have 
been awarded by an American law enforcement agency to the family of a domestic violence 
victim, advocates said. 

Maria Teresa Macias, 36, was shot to death by her estranged husband Avelino Macias in 1996 in 
Sonoma, Calif., before he turned the gun on himself. In the months leading up to her death, she 
contacted the Sonoma County Sheriff’s Department at least 18 times seeking protection from her 
increasingly abusive husband. Despite at least eight violations of a restraining order for stalking, 
Avelino Macias was never arrested or detained. 

Teresa Macias’ three children and her mother, Sara Hernandez, who was wounded in the slaying, 
had sought $15 million in damages from the sheriff’s department for allegedly violating her civil 
rights to equal protection under the law. 

The settlement was announced on the second day of testimony in U.S. District Court in San 
Francisco, after Hernandez testified that Avelino Macias would burn Teresa Macias with 
cigarettes and, despite the restraining order, once followed her to a house where she worked as a 
cleaner and raped her. 

Judge Susan Illston ordered settlement talks a week before the trial began, but the Sonoma 
County Board of Supervisors didn’t approve the $1 million sum until Tuesday. Lawyers for 
Sonoma County said the settlement did not include any admission of wrongdoing. 

Michael Senneff, the lead attorney for the county, could not be reached for comment Tuesday. 

Domestic violence advocates said the settlement sets a standard in domestic violence cases and 
sends a message to law enforcement that authorities will be held accountable for how they 
handle calls for help in such cases. 
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“It is a victory,” said Beverly Upton, executive director of the San Francisco Domestic Violence 
Consortium. “I would have liked to see the trial go further to get a bigger impact in the media 
and in the community, but this gives the family closure and a chance to get on with their lives.” 

Rick Seltzer, the Macias family’s attorney, said the family agreed to the settlement to avoid the 
possibility of facing years of further appeals. The case began filed in 1996. 

“We have to remember that we represent people as well as causes and, with that amount of 
money, they felt it was time to get closure on it,” Seltzer said. 

Two of the three Macias children, both in their late teens, will be using some funds from the 
settlement to pay for college, Seltzer said. 
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