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NEWS RELEASE 
 

SUPREME COURT TO DECIDE IF POLICE MUST 
SAFEGUARD DUE PROCESS IN THE ENFORCEMENT OF 

PROTECTIVE ORDERS 
 

National Network to End Domestic Violence Asks the Court to Rule in  
Favor of Protecting Victims of Domestic Violence 

 
 
(March 9, 2005) Washington, DC – In two weeks, The U.S. Supreme Court will begin oral 
arguments in Town of Castle Rock, Colorado v. Gonzales, to determine if law enforcement 
officials violated the constitutional rights of a victim of domestic violence when her protective 
order was not enforced and procedures were not in place to ensure the safety of her family.  The 
case was brought by Jessica Gonzales, whose three daughters were murdered by their father after  
Castle Rock police refused to enforce the court-issued protective order against him.  The 
National Network to End Domestic Violence and its member state domestic violence coalitions 
have submitted an amicus brief asking the Court to recognize the constitutional rights of Ms. 
Gonzales and affirm the Court of Appeal’s ruling in her favor. 
 
“The loss of Ms. Gonzales’s children at the hands of their father is senseless and could have been 
prevented,” said Lynn Rosenthal, executive director of the National Network to End Domestic  
Violence. “Police officers are responsible for protecting our communities. The police need to 
have some procedural safeguards in place when they deny a request to enforce an order.”  
 
Twenty five to thirty one percent of American women report being physically or sexually abused 
by a husband or boyfriend at some point in their lives,[i], [ii] and from 3 million to 10 million 
children witness that abuse each year.[iii]  Because domestic violence tends to increase when a 
victims makes attempts to separate from an abuser, protective orders – also commonly referred 
to as restraining orders – offer abused women a chance to live a life without abuse. Studies show 
that the majority of victims who seek protective orders complain of serious abuse: physical 
assaults, threats to kill or harm her, or attempts or threats to take the children.[iv]  Protective 
orders can be a valuable tool for safeguarding victims from further violence as they make 
attempts to flee.  However, one study in Massachusetts showed that only six percent of 
protective order defendants were convicted of violating the order.[v]  
 
“Protective orders are not merely a piece of paper,” said Fernando Laguarda, a member of Mintz, 
Levin, Cohn, Ferris, Glovsky and Popeo and chairman of NNEDV.  “They are life saving tools.  
Law enforcement officials should have policies in place for dealing with victims when protective 
orders are violated to ensure battered women who are in danger receive due process.” 
 
 
The amicus brief, filed on February 10, 2005 is available to download at www.nnedv.org. 
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 National Network to End Domestic Violence 
 
The National Network to End Domestic Violence (NNEDV) is a membership and advocacy 
organization representing state domestic violence coalitions, allied organizations and supportive  
individuals. NNEDV works to create a social, political and economic environment in which 
violence against women no longer exists. Working to that end, NNEDV has become the leading 
voice among domestic violence advocates, developing policy that changes the way our country 
deals with this complex and far-reaching problem. 
 
 
 
Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris, Glovsky and Popeo, PC 
 
Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris, Glovsky and Popeo, PC is a multidisciplinary law firm with over 450 
attorneys and senior professionals in Boston, Washington D.C., Reston, VA, New York, 
Stamford, CT, Los Angeles and London. 
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