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KING V. BURWELL RULING ADVANCES EQUITABLE ACCESS TO 

CLINICAL CARE 

Prevention Institute’s Larry Cohen applauds Supreme Court’s King v. Burwell decision, 

calls for increased focus on primary prevention to save money and lives. Read full 

statement below: 

 
“We applaud the Supreme Court’s decision today to uphold the Affordable Care Act (ACA) provision 

awarding subsidies to people who buy health insurance in the 34 states with federal exchanges. Today’s 

ruling protects an estimated 8.2 million people who were at risk of losing their health insurance and 

prevents an estimated 9,800  annual deaths. In doing so, the ruling advances equitable access to quality, 

affordable clinical care for all, regardless of wealth. 

 

Since the ACA’s inception, 16.4 million additional people have received health insurance—reducing the 

number of uninsured in the nation by 35%—and millions of Americans have gained access to preventive 

services. The uninsured rate has declined most among traditionally underserved groups, particularly 

African-Americans and Latinos. 

 

Today’s ruling further advances the notion that quality, affordable healthcare is a basic human right, not a 

privilege for the affluent. We celebrate this important step—but we also recognize there is more work to 

be done to ensure people have an equal opportunity for health. In order to transform our country from 

having a “sick care” system to a true “healthcare” system, we must continue to focus on primary 

prevention to keep all people healthy and safe before they get sick or injured in the first place. 

 

Every $1 spent on quality, comprehensive prevention that promotes conditions for good health where 

people live, work, learn, and play provides a return of $5.60 in health cost reductions. And research shows 

that conditions in the environment, and their effect on behavior and safety, comprise 70% of the factors 

influencing health, compared to a 10% influence from healthcare.   

 

Creating healthier community environments will not only keep Americans healthier, but save money in 

the long run, which can then be used to reinvest in prevention.  Prevention Institute looks forward to 

continuing to move the needle toward smart, forward-thinking policy that improves health, safety, equity 

and well-being for everyone.” 

 

###  

 

Prevention Institute is an Oakland, California-based nonprofit research, policy, and action center that 

works nationally to promote prevention, health, and equity by fostering community and policy change so 

that all people live in healthy, safe environments. 

 

mailto:sana@preventioninstitute.org
http://org2.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=ngxZ%2Bs6Ae5pMVbOsqw556qGCAp2Cbtkk
http://org2.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=tpNKuJwgAvUtUeTUe%2BSMIE%2BILf8IISeW
http://org2.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=H7C2f64577h%2B8BaeHi3DBaGCAp2Cbtkk
http://org2.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=4URiuDaXSFobU5I8ysN3fKGCAp2Cbtkk
http://org2.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=4URiuDaXSFobU5I8ysN3fKGCAp2Cbtkk
http://org2.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=IxYwlfpr6X%2Bz%2BTzzdLtklaGCAp2Cbtkk
http://org2.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=FceLZ%2FuG%2BWsK4enwMBk0HKGCAp2Cbtkk
http://preventioninstitute.org/
http://org2.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=gJgtPKj1QL6T%2BU1JcOwGV6GCAp2Cbtkk

