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Judge Vincent DelGuidice sentenced Michael Sabo on Monday to 20 years to life for sexually abusing two young children and 
said, "There should be peace in your heart that this person will never ever be able to harm another child."

A BROOKLYN JUDGE urged members of the tightly guarded 
Orthodox Jewish community to report sex abuse as he sentenced a 
man who preyed on their children to 20 years to life in prison.

“There is a duty for all adults to protect our children,” Brooklyn 
Supreme Court Justice Vincent Del Giudice said Monday. “And the 
only way they can be protected is if they cooperate with law 
enforcement.”

The warning came at the sentencing of Michael Sabo, 38, who 
confessed to sexually abusing two young children. Sabo’s case 
exemplified the difficulties prosecutors face in getting abuse victims 
in the close-knit Jewish community to come forward.

Sabo’s crimes came to light after a rabbi was presented with an 
incriminating photo of a tied-up boy. It took two years to track down 
the boy’s family, who then contacted prosecutors.
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Sabo, a nurse and father of four from Marine Park, Brooklyn, pleaded 
guilty to abusing a 5-year-old boy for five years starting in 2001, and 
6-year-old girl for at least three years.

The Brooklyn district attorney’s office had evidence of seven 
additional victims. Prosecutor Kevin O’Donnell said some of their 
families refused to cooperate “because of the intimidation they 
thought they would endure as part of the Orthodox Jewish 
community.”

Shortly before the trial was set to start, the father of Sabo’s female 
victim was confronted at his synagogue and told congregants 
planned to fill every seat in the courtroom and stare down his 
daughter when she took the stand.

Brooklyn District Attorney Charles Hynes has recently come under 
fire for refusing to release names of Jewish abusers. In his defense, 
he has citing the community’s insularity and fear of reprisal against 
victims.

At Sabo’s sentencing, the father of the male victim read a letter that 
the boy, now 16, wrote.

“You’re a miserable rotten piece of slime,” the victim wrote. “I want to 
kill you over and over again. I hope you’ll never see another (happy 
day) again.”

“Why? Why did you hurt all these innocent children?” the father 
asked after reading the note. “They were young innocent children 
who did nothing. . . . You took away their trust in adults.”

Sabo faced hundreds of years in prison on the abuse charges and on 120 counts of possessing child 
pornography.

The judge gave the “lenient” sentence because of the pressure victims and their families faced and to spare 
them from testifying.

Sabo agreed to the deal two weeks ago. His lawyer Jeffrey Schwartz claimed his client had been molested 
as a boy but never received any help.

“He languished, he suffered and, ultimately, he acted out as well,” the lawyer said.

That didn’t sway the victims’ family. At the sentencing, the sister of the female victim called Sabo “a 
sociopath.”

“You ruined her childhood and perhaps her whole life,” she said. “You are a monster.”

Del Giudice told the families he hopes seeing Sabo sent to prison will give them closure.

“There should be peace in your heart that this person will never ever be able to harm another child,” he said.

oyaniv@nydailynews.com
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CITIZENKANE

Murraysilverman,wake up you d\o\p\e\!! Sabo will now have a chance to experience some grown up 
sex-hope the scumbag doesn't like it.

IMPEACHEM

@MURRAYSILVERMAN: If I understand your post, you are upset that a judge is asking that the sexual 
abuse of children within the Jewish community be reported?? Had this been a Catholic priest there 
would be people screaming for his head!! Are you really asking that these acts be kept secret so they can 
continue under the shroud of religious protection? Do any of you have children that you would offer up 
for this abuse and tell them it's okay if a rabbi does it? Pretty sick.....

MANINTHEMIDDLE

Thank you judge.

CHIPSTERN

As one Jew to another, I must say that your point of view is shamefully insular if not downright 
frightening. We are supposed to be the people of the book, people of the law, people of righteousness 
and R-E-A-S-O-N, right? What makes the judge Anti-Semitic? Insisting that the Orthodox community 
suspend their sense of moral superiority--as if a belief in God's laws makes them exempt from MAN's 
Laws? Is the fact that the perp is wearing a yarmulke and purports to be a "religious" man a sign of 
innocence and righteousness? Is our history of persecution such that wearing a yarmulke affords us a 
get out of jail free card for sexually abusing small children? And the judge giving Sabo a sentence 
commensurate with the depraved, hideous nature of his crime and asking the community to cooperate 
with the law in ferreting out perverts who skulk behind the scrim of holy images is Anti-Semitism? 
Such ignorant hubris is surely pride before the fall, far more dangerous to the presence of Jewish 
people in the community of man than some outside agitation. Grow up numb nuts!

MARKNNYCEV

If urging jews to report sex abuse of children makes one and anti-semite,then so be it, we can handle 
that label.Those who want to protect rabbis rather than the abuse victims,can you handle being called 
the boils on the *** of America? This is what orgainzed religion creates.. organized cover-ups of abuse. 
How pathetic.
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