
Page 1 of 2 
 

 
 

June 20, 2013 
 

Tell Congress that sequester cuts are gutting services 
for victims! 

 
The headlines about budget cuts and “sequestration” aren’t telling the story of what is 
happening in our communities, services and anti-violence programs around the 
country. We’re reducing services, losing experienced staff, wondering how to find the 
money to keep the lights on and the doors open, and every day, needy families and 
victims in dire need of life-saving services must be turned away because of funding 
cuts to social services, victim services programs, law enforcement, and housing 
programs- just to name a few. 
 
The Congressionally-mandated sequester cuts are taking effect, further decimating the 
resources and protections that victims of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual 
assault and stalking need to escape and heal from violence and abuse. Learn more about 
what the sequester is and the consequences of these cuts via this short video. Congress’ 
mandated cuts mean less VAWA, FVPSA, and VOCA funding at a time when more 
victims are coming forward for counseling, shelter and services.  
 
 
ACTION ITEM 1:  CALL YOUR SENATORS AND REPRESENTATIVES TODAY AND 
TELL THEM TO END THE SEQUESTER!   
 
Find your Representative’s phone number here. Find your Senators’ phone numbers 
here.  
 
When you’re connected to their offices, ask to speak to the staff person who handles 
funding.   
 
Tell (or leave a message for) the staffer: 

1) I am a constituent from (city and state) and my name is _____________. 

2) I am grateful that the Violence Against Women Act has been renewed by 
Congress, thanks to a strong bipartisan vote in both chambers.  

3) Please tell Representative/Senator _________, however, that VAWA’s promise 
cannot be fulfilled if the sequester cuts are maintained.  MENTION AN EXAMPLE 
IN YOUR PROGRAM OR CITY. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cu0YPgTlAtg
http://www.house.gov/representatives/
http://www.senate.gov/general/contact_information/senators_cfm.cfm?OrderBy=state&Sort=ASC
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4) Congress must end the sequester and invest in VAWA, FVPSA, and VOCA 
programs to ensure that life-saving services will continue to be available to 
victims of domestic and sexual violence.  

 
 
ACTION ITEM 2:  TWEET YOUR MEMBERS OF CONGRESS 
 
Find your Members’ Twitter handles here.  
 
@[handle] We can’t afford to hurt victims of DV & SA any further. End sequester cuts 
that are devastating services victims need! #nomorecuts 
 

 
 

### 
 
 
 

For more information, fact sheets, press coverage, support letters and updates:  
www.4vawa.org. 
 
Follow us on Twitter at @NTFVAWA and “like” our Facebook page. 
 
If you aren't on one of the VAWA email lists or want to add members of your staff or 
state/community leaders to our grassroots alerts e-mailing list, send names and contact 
information including email to ntfvawaalerts@icasa.org. For more info, go 
to www.4vawa.org 

 

http://www.tweetcongress.org/
http://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.4vawa.org&h=SAQH6cR2Q&s=1
mailto:ntfvawaalerts@icasa.org
http://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.4vawa.org&h=jAQFKpCER&s=1

