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March 14, 2014 
 
 
Hello all,  
 
Appropriations season is upon us!  This is the time in the year when your voices are needed to make the 
case for increased funding for domestic violence programs!  So please read this email for a description of 
NNEDV’s Appropriations plan and a timely request for action.   
 
Action item: Send letter to your Full Congressional delegation  
Please see the attached TEMPLATE LETTER to modify with state information and email to your full 
Congressional delegation (all of your Representatives and Senators) by March 24.  Make sure to 
email it with the attached chart!  To increase the impact of the letter, add your member programs and 
make follow up phone calls to ask your Members of Congress if they have supported your funding 
requests.  Once you have sent the letter to your Congressional delegation, please tell NNEDV policy staff 
via email at advocacy@nnedv.org. 
 
This letter is incredibly important to your Members of Congress so that they know what to request in the 
Appropriations process.  They are determining their individual requests to the Appropriations Committee 
right now.  The letter reflects our strategy of pushing for full funding for these programs, while highlighting 
the specific need for particular programs.   

OVERALL STRATEGY AND CONTEXT  
As you know, the need for funding for domestic violence programs is great.  NNEDV is pushing for full 
authorized funding of key funding streams to meet the desperate needs of victims.  We will continue to 
highlight specific funding needs for FVPSA, VOCA and VAWA (STOP, LAV, Rural, Transitional housing 
and GTEAP).  We’ve developed an action packed campaign with national, state, local and individual levels 
of involvement!   
 
Last week, NNEDV hosted a briefing on our DV Counts Census.  It was extremely compelling (thanks, Kim 
Gandy and Karma Cottman for making the case for increased funding!) and a great way to kick off our 
Appropriations campaign.  Please use the infographics from the briefing and the Census materials to make 
the case for why increased funding levels are needed.  We also have some additional materials that help 
demonstrate this need: a factsheet on the impact of funding cuts; a one-pager on our funding priorities; and 
a chart that details funding levels for DV programs in the CJS and LHHS budgets. 
 
DV Coalition letters (and follow up calls) to all Members of Congress 
By March 24 ensures that MOCs communicate that VAWA and related programs are a priority to them.  
See action above!  
 

mailto:advocacy@nnedv.org
https://drive.google.com/folderview?id=0B41pcY73YOklczZPc21Rem1iaFU&usp=sharing
http://nnedv.org/projects/census/4225-domestic-violence-counts-census-2013-report.html
http://nnedv.org/downloads/Policy/DV_Funding_OnePager.pdf
http://nnedv.org/downloads/Policy/AppropsOnePager_CensusBriefing.pdf
http://nnedv.org/downloads/Policy/CampaignAppropsChart_FY15_withAuthLevels.pdf
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Broad organizational sign-on letter 
We are considering a broad organizational sign-on letter that outlines the need for VAWA, FVPSA and 
VOCA funding.  We would ask organizations to sign on to this letter in addition to your individual letters.  A 
letter like this with many signatures of national, state and local organizations allows all Members of 
Congress, specifically Appropriators, to see the breath of support for these programs.  We are determining 
the details of this letter but we wanted to flag it so that you aren’t confused later!   
 
VAWA and VOCA “Dear Colleague Letters”  
Dear Colleague letters are public letters from Representatives and Senators to their “colleagues” on the 
Appropriations committees.  Through these letters, Members of Congress can lend their support for funding 
specific programs.  In the U.S. House of Representatives, Members of Congress must actually submit 
requests for funding at the individual programmatic level (i.e., each individual VAWA program), which is 
why we compliment the Dear Colleague process with your individual letters.  Additionally, many Members 
of Congress will shy away from a public letter but will make individual requests.  
 

 U.S. House of Representatives  
 

o VAWA / FVPSA: Sent by Representatives Gwen Moore (D-WI); Jan Schakowsky (D-IL) 
and John Conyers (D-MI); asking for full funding; Members must sign on by March 24th; 
NNEDV will do outreach on this; if your Members ask if they should sign on say: “Yes, and 
please see our letter for specifically highlighted programs.”   

 
o VOCA: Sent by Representative Jim Costa (D-CA) asking for $1.5 billion to be released 

from VOCA (this was the amount deposited into the fund last year). Members must sign on 
by March 24th; NNEDV will do outreach on this; if your Members ask if they should sign on 
say: “Yes”.   

 

 U.S. Senate  
 

o VAWA / FVPSA and VOCA Dear Colleague letters will begin to circulate soon.  Again, 
NNEDV will do the bulk of the outreach on this but you should let your Senators know that 
you want them to sign and flag your individual letter to help them with their specific 
requests.  

 
Meeting with Key Appropriators  
NNEDV will be working with Coalitions whose Representatives and Senators lead the Appropriations 
committees to either meet with their Members of Congress in DC or in district offices.  Watch for individual 
communication about this part of the strategy.   
 
Grassroots  
NNEDV will use our online platforms and social media to engage individuals, and we encourage you to 
share our materials.  This is a great way for individuals to make their voices heard in support of funding for 
domestic violence programs.   
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Congressional Testimony  
NNEDV will submit testimony to key committees and will work with specific Coalitions to make the case for 
funding.  
 
Other funding streams  
NNEDV is supporting national efforts to increase HUD funding.  Your individual support of these programs 
would be consistent with our advocacy.  So it’s really an issue of advocacy capacity – lend your support if 
you can but know that we are working on this issue nationally if you can’t!  
 
NNEDV’s Advocacy Day  
All of our other Appropriations advocacy is building toward Advocacy Day which will take place June 3-4! 
 Advocacy Day is the time when you can meet face to face with your Members of Congress/their staff to 
make the case for domestic violence program funding.  This is a key time in the Appropriations cycle, and it 
is vital to have your voice heard in this way!   
  
Thank you for your continued advocacy!  Please let us know if you have any questions.  
 
Thanks!  
 
The Policy Team  
 

Monica McLaughlin  
Senior Public Policy Specialist 
National Network to End Domestic Violence 
mmclaughlin@nnedv.org 
Cell: 312.316.7238  
Main office: 202.543.5566 ext. 144  
www.nnedv.org 
 

mailto:mmclaughlin@nnedv.org
http://www.nnedv.org/

