
 
 

 
 
 

 

 How Does Dating Violence Change from 

Adolescence to Young Adulthood? 

Does teen dating violence lead to adult domestic violence? How is it the 

same as or different from adult intimate partner violence? Only a few 

rigorous studies have tried to find answers to these questions. 

In the latest NIJ’s Research for the Real World seminar on September 

29, Dr. Peggy Giordano of Bowling Green State University describes 

findings from a 13-year longitudinal study of the transition into 

adulthood. The Toledo Adolescent Relationships Study (TARS) has 

collected data from five waves of structured surveys paired with in-

depth qualitative interviews with teens who had experienced violence in their dating relationships. 

Dr. Giordano and her team have identified numerous factors in early relationships that increase the 

risk of teen dating violence. They also found a window into change that can help teens stop their 

destructive pattern of behavior. Further, the data suggest that when compared to adults, teens 

typically exhibit fewer gender-related differences in their violent behavior and that the violence stems 

from anger more than from a need to control their partner. 

RSVP to attend the seminar on September 29, 2014 from 10:00 – 11:30 a.m. at the Office of Justice 

Programs. For more information or to RSVP, please contact Ted Robinson at 

Theodore.D.Robinson@usdoj.gov or 202-616-1739. 

This seminar is free, but you must RSVP to gain access to the OJP building. Please allow 20 minutes 

to get through security. 

Office of Justice Programs, 3rd Floor Ballroom 

810 7th Street NW 

Washington, DC 

About the Presenter 

Dr. Peggy Giordano is Distinguished Research Professor of Sociology at Bowling Green State 

University. She has a longstanding interest in the different ways in which close relationships connect 

to crime and violent behavior. In addition to studies focusing on peer and romantic partner effects, 

she has examined the impact of parental criminality on adolescent behavior and well-being. 

If you are unable to attend the seminar in person, you can listen to a recording of the event at NIJ.gov 

a few weeks after the seminar takes place. 
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