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Webinar  

Expert Witness Testimony in Cases Involving 
Domestic Violence  

 

  

  Presenters:       Mary Ann Dutton, Ph.D.  
Professor and Vice Chair for Research in the Department of Psychiatry 

Georgetown University Medical Center 
Washington, DC 

  
                                         Dawn M. Hughes, Ph.D., ABPP 

                                           Independent Practitioner   
Clinical Assistant Professor of Psychology - Weill Medical College of Cornell 
University 
New York, NY                                     

  

             Date:      April 13, 2015 
  

 Time:       3:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. Eastern Time 

This webinar is part of a series about  

Expert Witnesses  

hosted by the  

National Clearinghouse for the Defense of Battered Women.  
  

Please watch for announcements about future webinars. 

 

WEBINAR DESCRIPTION 

In this webinar, Dr. Mary Ann Dutton and Dr. Dawn Hughes will discuss common concerns of 
experts who are preparing to take the witness stand in matters involving domestic violence.  These 
two very experienced expert witnesses will share their knowledge from testifying in a variety of 
domestic violence cases and share practical advice for communicating effectively on the witness 
stand.  They will also discuss some of the commonly encountered pitfalls faced by domestic 
violence expert witnesses during testimony, and offer skills for navigating complicated situations 
that arise while testifying.  This webinar will be most helpful for experts and aspiring experts, but 
will also be useful for attorneys who represent survivors of domestic violence.   
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PRESENTERS’ BIOS 
  
Mary Ann Dutton, Ph.D., is Professor and Vice Chair for Research in the Department of Psychiatry, 
Georgetown University Medical Center, Co-Director of the Community Engagement and Research 
component of the Georgetown-Howard Universities Center for Clinical and Translational Science 
(GHUCCTS) and site Principal Investigator for the Community Engagement component of the Center 
for Health Disparities grant.  She is also Associate Director of the Georgetown Center for Trauma 
and the Community.  Dr. Dutton’s experience has focused on interpersonal abuse and violence and 
the emotional and psychological effects of trauma exposure, as well as mindfulness interventions 
for healing.  Dr. Dutton has served as a forensic consultant and expert witness since 1985.    
  
Dawn M. Hughes, Ph.D., ABPP, is a clinical and forensic psychologist who specializes in the 
assessment and treatment of interpersonal violence and traumatic stress.  Currently, Dr. Hughes 
maintains an independent practice in clinical and forensic psychology in New York City.  She is a 
Clinical Assistant Professor of Psychology in the Department of Psychiatry at Weill Medical College 

of Cornell University – New York Presbyterian Hospital where she supervises and conducts clinical 
trainings for interns.  Dr. Hughes is Board Certified in Forensic Psychology from the American Board 
of Professional Psychology and licensed to practice in the State of New York. 
  
SUGGESTED PARTICIPANTS 

This webinar will be helpful for both new and experienced domestic violence expert witnesses, as 
well as people who are considering working as an expert in the future.  This may include social 
workers, academics, and other professionals who might provide general testimony about battering 
and its effects.  Additionally, we encourage prosecutors, defense attorneys, and other attorneys 
who represent victims of domestic violence or sexual assault to participate. 
 
REGISTRATION DETAILS:  This webinar is open to FVPSA grantees, OVW Grants to Encourage 
Arrest (GTEA) Grantees, LAV grantees, other OVW grantees, and to the general public.  
  

The webinar is free of charge (but you will have to pay for the phone call if you dial in). 

Click Here to Register 

If you do not get a confirmation email almost immediately after registering, 
please check your JUNK or SPAM email box. 

  
Do you require closed captioning? The National Clearinghouse requires at least 5 business days’ 

notice.  Please email us at ncdbw@ncdbw.org with "Closed Captioning Expt #11" in the subject 

line.  

Questions?  For questions about this webinar, please contact the National Clearinghouse for the 

Defense of Battered Women at ncdbw@ncdbw.org.  Please put “Expert #11 Webinar Question” in 

the subject line.  

https://bwjp.ilinc.com/register/shkbpwp
mailto:ncdbw@ncdbw.org
mailto:ncdbw@ncdbw.org
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Can’t attend?  We plan to post a recording of the webinar on our website 7 – 10 days after the 
“live” presentation is complete.  Please check ncdbw.org if you are unable to attend the live 
presentation; go to the “resources” tab. 
  
You will also find recordings of past webinars there. 

 
This project is supported by Grant No. 2011-TA-AX-K061 awarded by the Office on Violence Against 

Women, U.S. Department of Justice. The opinions, findings, conclusions, and recommendations 
expressed in this publication/program/exhibition are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily 

reflect the views of the Department of Justice, Office on Violence Against Women. 
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