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JWI’s National Partnership with SDT and ZBT Awarded  
Jewish Social Change Matching Fund Grant 

Set to bring Safe Smart Dating program to new college campuses 
 

 
Washington, D.C. – Jewish Women International (JWI), the world’s leading progressive Jewish 
women’s organization, is now set to bring its award-winning Safe Smart Dating program to 
additional college campuses thanks to a $50,000.00 grant from the Jewish Social Change 
Matching Fund.  Safe Smart Dating, an innovative workshop created in partnership with Sigma 
Delta Tau (SDT) and Zeta Beta Tau (ZBT), helps college students define, identify, and prevent 
dating abuse and sexual violence on campus. 
 
Understanding that Jewish organizations have played a role in some of the most significant 
social change, seven foundations, the Jacob and Hilda Blaustein Foundation, Morton K. and 
Jane Blaustein Foundation, Nathan Cummings Foundation, Naomi & Nehemiah Cohen 
Foundation, Dorot Foundation, Walter & Elise Haas Fund, and Righteous Persons Foundation, in 
partnership with the Jewish Funders Network created this matching fund to encourage and 
support work that addresses the root problem of injustice and help move toward change using 
a uniquely Jewish perspective.  
 
“We have been working to change the rape culture on college campuses long before this issue 
made headlines,” said JWI CEO Lori Weinstein. “Nationally, more than one in five college 
women experience physical abuse, sexual abuse or threats of physical violence from a dating 
partner. We know Safe Smart Dating will make a difference—will create that change. We hear it 
in the conversations that begin in the workshop and continue to the fraternity and sorority 
houses. We see it in the young men and women who are stepping up to advocate for new laws. 
And we feel it in the new attitudes that are beginning to spread. We receive requests from 
many campuses for this program. Now, because of the Jewish Social Change Matching Fund, we 
can answer their requests with ‘yes.’” 
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Safe Smart Dating is the first national program on dating abuse and sexual assault for the Greek 
community on college campuses. It was piloted last year with SDT and ZBT chapters at the 
University of Pennsylvania, George Washington University and Purdue University. 
 
“This grant enables us to bring this much-needed program to many more campuses than we 
anticipated the first year after the pilot,” notes Debbie Snyder, SDT’s executive director. “Sexual 
assault and healthy relationships are topics that affect every college student in some way.” 
 
This new grant matches funds raised for JWI by SDT. “There is something so inspiring about our 
partnership with SDT,” said Weinstein. “These young women have truly embraced us as their 
philanthropy; have worked to raise the funds that are allowing us to create impactful 
programming. We see them, not only as partners, but as the future leaders of our organization 
and our community.” 
 
According to Weinstein, engaging men as allies is the key to creating real change. The 
partnership with ZBT allows Safe Smart Dating to reach the college men. ZBT Executive Director 
Laurence Bolotin reports that half of their campuses have requested the program. “ZBT 
continues to be overwhelmed with the support of this much needed program,” said Bolotin. 
“This grant reconfirms why this is such an important topic to educate our brothers and sisters 
on.” 
 
“We are honored that the funders recognized the epidemic of dating abuse and sexual assault 
on college campuses to be among the next set of injustices to be addressed,” said Weinstein. 
“And even more so, we are proud to be the Jewish organization who is taking the lead to make 
that change so that universities are safe places for learning and living.” 
 

 
 

#             #             # 
 

Jewish Women International is the leading Jewish organization working to end violence against women and girls 
domestically and internationally. JWI is a principal leader of the Coalition to End Violence Against Women and Girls 
Globally and a Steering Committee member of the National Task Force to End Sexual and Domestic Violence 
Against Women. JWI’s advocacy efforts focus on the passage of legislation that supports women and girls, ensures 
their economic security and their ability to live life free of violence. For more information, please visit www.jwi.org 
or call us at 800-323-2823.   
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