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Last week, I stood with Mariska Hargitay, Manhattan District Attorney Cyrus Vance, and several pioneers and fierce 

advocates of rape kit reform at a press conference where the District Attorney’s office announced an incredible 

commitment to help end the rape kit backlog nationwide: $35 million in funding for jurisdictions to test 

backlogged rape kits. This is a watershed moment in the movement to ENDTHEBACKLOG. This is the single 

largest financial contribution toward ending the rape kit backlog to date. For years, cities committed to 

comprehensive rape kit reform have been searching for the resources necessary to test their rape kits. This new grant 

initiative provides them with the help they need. With this money, thousands of rape kits will be tested—and 

thousands of survivors will have a chance of seeing perpetrators of rape brought to justice.   

As The Washington Post wrote in an editorial this week: 

"[For] the effort to have maximum impact, Congress must act to help local communities investigate and prosecute 

cases as well as put in place reforms to prevent backlogs from occurring again. Bipartisan agreement exists on this 

issue, so we hope Mr. Vance’s effort is a spur to the lame-duck Congress." 

If cities lack the resources to follow up on those leads and re-engage with survivors with 
compassion and care, cases will continue to go unsolved, serial offenders will remain 
undetected, and survivors will be left without justice. 

Time is running out for 

Congress to act. Our leaders at 

the federal government now 

have the opportunity to ensure 

that the testing of backlogged 

rape kits has the greatest impact 

possible. We need your help to 

make sure it does. Congress is 

currently considering a $41 

million program that would 

provide grants to local 

communities to investigate and 

prosecute new cases that result 

from testing, re-engage 

survivors and create system-

wide reforms to ensure that a 

backlog never occurs again. 

Ask your members of 

Congress to make addressing 

the rape kit backlog a priority 

by passing $41 million to help 

end the backlog. Sending 

your letter takes less than a minute and goes a long way to ensuring our voices are heard. 
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Congress must act now and do its part to provide local stakeholders with the resources they need to bring healing, 

justice and safety to their communities. This is a critical investment that sends an important message to survivors 

that they—and their cases—matter.  

 

  

Please act today to ask Congress to support this funding now. 

  

Sincerely, 

 

Sarah Tofte 

Vice President of Policy & Advocacy 

Joyful Heart Foundation 
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