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Critical Analysis of Victim Assistance   

October 15-17, 2013 

The Wyoming Division of Victim Services has contracted with the JCVVS 
to offer the program Critical Analysis of Victim Assistance: 
Professional Action to Effect Change. The program is planned for 
October 15-17, 2013 in Casper, Wyoming. This intensive professional 
development program challenges participants to analyze professional 
practice, organizational policies, and societal responses. Using 
program resources and supports, participants develop an actional plan to 
effect change. Continued support is offered post-program for 
implementation (see examples below).  

To register for the course visit the Wyoming Division of Victim Services 
web page. For more information about the program, visit the Critical 
Analysis of Victim Assistance web page.    

 
Domestic Violence Support Group for  
Incarcerated Women 
  

Over half of women in jail have been physically or sexually abused before 
their incarceration. Furthermore, research suggests that domestic violence 
victimization may play a direct or indirect role in illegal activities that 
results in incarceration, such as arrest for acts of self-defense against their 
abuser, forced by the abuser to engage in criminal activities including 
theft, prostitution, drug use, drug dealing, and other crimes, or they may 
engage in such crimes to obtain the resources needed to flee an abusive 
relationship.   
  
Recognizing this relationship between incarceration and victimization, 
Mary Martin of the Mid-Minnesota Women's Center in Brainerd, Minnesota 
developed and implemented a domestic violence support group in the 
local county jail. The first weekly session of the program was offered 
October 2012. By the end of the first quarter of 2013, 87 individuals had 
attended one or more sessions, thus providing information and support 
regarding various aspects of intimate partner violence as well as 
community resources that may be accessed upon release. 
  
Mary initiated this project as a requirement for the JCVVS Critical 
Analysis of Victim Assistance certificate of completion. Mary presented 
the program and its initial findings at the Minnesota Department of Public 
Safety, Office of Justice Programs Conference on Crime and 
Victimization. For more information about this project, contact Mary 
Martin at (218) 828-1216. For more information about the Critical Analysis 
of Victim Assistance program, contact Thomas Underwood at (785) 670-
1242.   
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Housing Opportunities for Domestic Violence Victims 
  

Vicki Flor of the Mid-Minnesota Women's Center also completed the 
requirements for the JCVVS Critical Analysis of Victim Assistance 
certificate of completion by addressing the issue of affordable, safe 
housing opportunities for women and children of domestic violence 
situations. Citing a study by the U.S. Conference of Mayors, it was 
presented that the majority of homeless women are victims of domestic 
violence and 28% of families were homeless because of domestic 
violence. Further, according to Wilder Research, homelessness has 
increased in the state.   
   
 While there are public housing options, oftentimes other issues correlated 
with domestic violence victimization limits eligibility. Without adequate 
housing, victims may stay at the emergency shelter thus limiting access to 
other victims in need, they may seek temporary shelter with family or 
friends, or they may return to the abuser.  
    
In order to address this need, a collaborative plan was developed with 
the Central Minnesota Housing Partnership that included a grant 
application. The first grant application was denied, but as a result of the 
planning from this process, the second grant was awarded and a 
townhome in which four units will be dedicated to Mid-Minnesota Women's 
Center will be built in 2014.  
  
Vicki presented the project at the Minnesota Department of Public Safety, 
Office of Justice Programs Conference on Crime and Victimization. For 
more information about this project, contact Vicki Flor at (218) 828-1216. 
For more information about the Critical Analysis of Victim Assistance 
program, contact Thomas Underwood at (785) 670-1242.  
   
References 
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Leadership Reflections for Victim Service 
Professionals  
Planned seminar at Wyoming conference 

The Wyoming Division of Victim Services has contracted with the JCVVS 
to offer a one day seminar on leadership as part of their annual 
conference September 15-17, 2013 in Laramie, Wyoming. The interactive 
seminar will focus on awareness of the complex interaction between self 
and organization in leadership development and achievement. 
Presentation and facilitated dialogue will challenge participants to critically 
reflect on self and the organizational context as leader, and identify areas 
for enhancement in order to advance the victim service organization as 
well as their own professional leadership development.  
  
For more information about the conference visit the Wyoming Division of 
Victim Services web site. For more information about bringing this or other 
JCVVS programs to your area, contact Thomas Underwood.  

 
Ethics in Victim Services 
Workshop presented at Minnesota conference   

Thomas Underwood presented the workshop "Ethics in Victim Services" at 
the Minnesota Department of Public Safety, Office of Justice Programs 
Conference on Crime and Victimization on May 31, 2013. This 
interactive workshop explored underlying values that frame ethical 
considerations in victim services, and the conflicts and dilemmas these 
competing values often present. Specific issues common to victim 
services, such as relationships with other service providers, 
professionalism, and client confidentiality were discussed and debated.  
  
For more information about this or other JCVVS conference presentations, 
contact Thomas Underwood.  

 
Research and Program Review 

The JCVVS e-newsletter reviews offer a brief synopsis of research and 
programs relevant to violence and victim studies. Brevity does not allow 
for comprehensive analysis, rather key points and observations for further 
review and consideration. Reviews are provided by persons affiliated by 
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the JCVVS and do not necessarily reflect the position of the JCVVS or the 
affiliate Universities.  
   
Title:  Victimization of Children with Disabilities: A Brief Review of the 
Literature   
Reviewer:  Dan L. Petersen, Ph.D.; Washburn University  
    
Finkelor, Turner, Hamby and Ormrod (2011) argued from their data that 
victimization of children occurs at high rates and that children are often the 
victims of more than one victimization as well as more types of 
victimization (e.g., sexual victimization, aggression, neglect, bullying, theft, 
etc.). They refer to the victimization of a single child by multiple types as 
polyvictimization.  What is most alarming is that these child victims of 
polyvictimization are likely to have more traumatic and long lasting 
problematic reactions.  For children in general their study raises strong 
concerns related to the assessment of multiple types of victimization and 
the recognition that services to help these children may need to be tailored 
to include the various types of polyvictimization. 
   
Children with developmental disabilities are known to be at greater risk of 
victimization compared to their typically developing peers.  Children with 
disabilities have been found to be victims of bullying at much higher rates 
when compared to the typically developing peers in the general student 
population (Rose, et al., 2011). Jones, et al., (2012) found the rate of 
violence overall towards children with disabilities may be 3 to 4 times 
greater than typically developing peers.  Dawkins (1996) early on found 
that type of disability and the level of severity of the disability correlated 
with the rate of victimization.   Children with autism spectrum disorders 
(ASD) may be at particular risk due to the types of behaviors that may be 
exhibited by children who fall into this category.  Often children with ASD 
show language and social skills deficits and excesses that interfere with 
the development of positive peer relationships (van Roekel, Scholte, & 
Didden, 2010) creating greater risks for victimization.  It appears that 
disabilities associated with interpersonal and behavioral difficulties are 
most strongly associated with victimization risks (Turner, et al, 2011).   
   
Overall, there are a few studies that have explored the intrafamilial 
violence of one sibling in a family towards another sibling.  Button and 
Gealt (2010) found that sibling to sibling abuse was the most common 
form of intrafamilial abuse in a large scale study of the Delaware 
Secondary School Student Survey (N=8,122).   Other studies have shown 
that abusive sibling relationships are correlated with lower self-esteem and 
anxiety problems (Dunn, 2005; Yeh & Lempers, 2004).  Button et al., 
(2010) found that 42% of their subjects reported experiencing violence 
from a sibling where other studies have placed the rate much higher 
(Goodwin & Roscoe, 1990, Steinmetz, 1977).  It would appear that sibling 
violence may be the most frequent form of child abuse in this country. It is 
also possibly the least recognized. That raises the concern with respect to 
the possible rates of victimization of children with disabilities by siblings.  

As stated, we do know that children with disabilities are more likely to be 
victims of serious abuse/crime.  Hershkowitz, et al., (2010) support this 
contention indicating children with disabilities were victims of repeated 
abuse, more serious abuse,  more likely to be abused than are typically 
developing peers, and abused/victimized over longer periods of time.  This 
kind of data is supported by studies of specific types of disabilities. For 
example, Embry (2001) conducted a retrospective study of 770 deaf 
adults who were deaf as children.  He found that 45% reported abuse as a 
child.  Sullivan and Knutson (2000) found the overall rate for children with 
disabilities was 31% and that abuse/victimization varied with disability type 
with rates of 3 to 5 times depending on disability to that of typically 
developing peers.  Their study also found that children with behavioral 
disorders were 7 times more likes to be at risk for physical abuse, neglect 
and emotional abuse.  Cuevas, et al., (2008) found that children with a 
psychiatric diagnosis were much more likely to be victimized than children 
without a psychiatric diagnosis.  
   
There has been an ongoing narrative history in the field suggesting child 
trauma symptoms are often overlooked in children with disabilities.  Most 
people in most social service fields are at least minimally aware that the 
problem exists.  However, for many the absence of a focused effort to 
effect change may be explained by the overshadowing of the disability 
resulting in care givers missing or misinterpreting behaviors indicative of 
trauma and therefore its possible abuse causation.  Some of this might be 
explained by insufficient communication from and with the child.  Some of 
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this may be because children with disabilities are less likely to be believed 
and have difficulty reporting their victimization to authorities.  The reality is 
that the data would indicate it is a serious problem.  This problem should 
be a major concern to victim service programs, social service agencies 
and criminal justice programs.  Professionals involved in these areas, with 
special attention given to educating child protection personnel, need 
specialized training related to child victims with disabilities.  At the very 
least there should be education about the disability service system, 
potential biases and attitudes about children with disabilities, awareness of 
vulnerabilities associated with children with disabilities, resources for 
acquiring expertise about a specific type of disability, and the ability and 
need to listen to a child with a disability.   
  
Recommended Reading: Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency 
Prevention Bulletin: Polyvictimization: Children's Exposure to Multiple 
Types of Violence, Crime, and Abuse. Finkelhor and colleagues. 
https://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/ojjdp/235504.pdf  
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