
Adapted from: “How To Qualify an Expert Witness on Domestic Violence/Battered Women” Model Protocol for Law Enforcement, 
Prosecutors, and Judges. For Investigation, Prosecution and Disposition of Criminal Domestic Violence, Criminal Sexual Conduct and 
Stalking Crimes. South Carolina Office of the Attorney General and South Carolina Criminal Justice Academy. June 1998 

For your convenience, a list of possible expert witness qualifying questions and questions about 
domestic violence are provided. You, as the attorney in this case, should make the decision about 
which questions are appropriate and necessary, which questions may need to be omitted, and 
questions that may need to be added. 

 
P o s s i b l e  Q u a l i f y i n g  Q u e s t i o n s  

1. What is your occupation? 

a. How long have you been employed in that capacity? 

b. Describe the responsibilities of your position. 

c. Do you hold a professional license? 

d. Do you supervise other employees? 

e. What is the total number of staff that you supervise? 

f. Do you train staff? 

g. Do you supervise counselors in training? 

h. What services does your program offer? 

i. How long has the program been in existence? 

j. How many clients have you worked with directly over the years? 

2. What is the highest degree you have obtained? 

a. What was your area of concentration? 

3. Do you belong to any professional organizations? 

a. What is the purpose of these organizations? 

4. Have you been interviewed by newspapers, radio stations, or TV stations about domestic 
violence? 

5. Have you published any textbooks? 

6. Have you published any newspaper articles? 

7. When you began your work at your program, did you receive any training in the issues of 
domestic violence? 

a. Please describe the training. 

b. Have you received any additional training in domestic violence issues? 

8. Have you conducted any training yourself? 

a. For whom did you conduct the training? 

b. For what purpose was the training designed? 

c. How many attended the training? 

d. How often do you conduct the training? 

9. Have you attended state or national domestic violence conferences? 

a. What was the purpose of the conference? 

b. Did you attend any workshops relevant to domestic violence issues? 

c. Have you conducted any workshops or presentations at these conferences? 
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10. Do you have direct contact with victims of domestic violence? 

a. How long have you had direct contact? 

b. What is the nature of your contact? 

c. Have you provided counseling to women in domestic violence situations? 

d. Have you provided counseling to children and teens in domestic violence situations? 

e. Have you provided counseling to men in domestic violence situations? 

11. Are your services solely for victims of domestic violence? 

a. Are your services solely for women? 

b. How many persons are served by the programs you supervise each year? 

12. Have you testified previously as an expert witness? 

a. Have you testified in civil cases? 

b. Have you testified in criminal cases? 

c. Have you testified for the defense? 

d. Have you testified for the prosecution? 

e. Are you being paid for your testimony? 

f. How are you paid for your services? 

g. As you sit here today, are you drawing your normal salary? 

 

P o s s i b l e  Q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  D o m e s t i c  V i o l e n c e  

1. In your presentations at conferences, trainings, or speeches to various groups, have you 
found the public to be very well informed about domestic violence? 

2. What are some of the most common misperceptions that you have encountered? 

a. From your experience, have most people developed these misconceptions from 
isolated experiences? 

3. From your experience, do you find that most people believe the individual woman when 
they hear talk about violent incidents? 

4. From your experience, do most women who have been battered talk about their experience 
freely? 

5. Do you have any opinion about the causes of domestic violence? 

6. Have you observed a pattern to spouse abuse? 

7. Are women always the victims? 

8. Are men always the perpetrators? 

9. Are you familiar with the phrase “Cycle of Violence”? 

a. Would you explain the Cycle of Violence? 

b. Have you personally observed the Cycle of Violence and its effects in victims of 
abuse? 

c. Does the violence always repeat? 

d. Does the violence always escalate? 
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e. Is the Cycle of Violence a generally recognized and accepted concept in your 
profession? 

10. Are you familiar with the Power and Control Wheel? 

a. Would you please describe the Power and Control Wheel? 

b. Have you personally observed the effects described by this theory? 

c. Is the Power and Control Wheel a generally recognized and accepted concept in your 
profession? 

11. Have you interviewed ______________________, my client? 

a. Did you interview _____________________ as a counselor would or from the 
perspective of testifying in court? 

b. Based upon your interview and your professional experience, do you have reason to 
believe that __________________ is a victim of domestic violence? 

12. Based upon your interview, did you find that the dynamics of domestic violence—Cycle of 
Violence and Power and Control—were occurring in this relationship? 

a. What is your opinion based on? 

13. Have you read the police report in this case? 

14. Now please assume the following facts: (Describe the facts in evidence from the testimony 
in this case). 

a. In your opinion, are these facts consistent with someone who has experienced 
domestic violence? 

15. Assume the following facts: (Describe the victim’s behavior on the stand (angry, minimizing, 
recanting, etc.). 

a. Is this behavior consistent with someone who has experienced the level of violence I 
have described? 

16. Is it common or usual for abused women to be frightened to describe the acts of violence? 
Why? 

17. From your experience, is it common for victims to minimize the violence they have 
experienced? Why? 

18. Does the victim usually present a minimized version to her family? Friends? Herself? Why? 

19. Have you personally observed victims having difficulty relating the actual facts of the 
violence? Why is this so? 

20. In your experience, do victims often deny the level of violence as the incident passes in time? 

21. From your experience, is it common for a victim of spouse abuse to completely deny the 
incident? Why? 

22. From your experience, is it common for a victim to be reluctant to testify at trial? Why? 

23. From your experience, do victims often deny the incident of violence as time passes? 

24. Have you ever had experience with victims who have continued to live with the batterer? 

25. Have you ever had experience with victims who have continued to date, have a relationship 
with the abuse even though they have experienced violence in the relationship? 

a. From your experience with battered women, is this a common situation? 
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b. Would it be unusual for a woman to stay in a relationship after experiencing the level 
of abuse I have described? 

26. From your experience, have you encountered women who have experienced a single incident 
of physical abuse? 

a. From these encounters is it possible for a single violent incident to have an 
emotional impact on the victim? 

27. Must the violence be ongoing to have an emotional impact on the victim? 

28. Would that victim also be likely to minimize the level of violence, be reluctant to testify, 
deny the incident? 

29. In your work, have you encountered battered women who have obtained domestic violence 
protective orders against the batterer, then made arrangements for visits or other contact 
that were in violation of the court order? 

a. Have these battered women explained their reasons to you? 

b. What were they? 
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