
  

 

 

WITNESSES AT SENATE HEARING UNIFORMLY SUPPORT  
PROVISIONS IN SENATOR KLOBUCHAR’S S.1290 

 

 

 At a Senate Judiciary Committee Hearing held on July 30, 2014, “Violence Against Women 

Act Next Steps:  Protecting Women from Gun Violence,” all five witnesses expressed 

support for provisions within S.1290, The Protecting Domestic Violence and Staking 

Victims Act of 2013.  Republican and Democratic witnesses called by the majority and 

minority all endorsed aspects of this vital public safety legislation. 

 Senator Klobuchar’s Protecting Domestic Violence and Stalking Victims Act of 2013 (S.1290) 

would close the gaps in federal law that allow domestic abusers and stalkers to buy and possess 

firearms. By allowing abusive dating partners and convicted stalkers to legally purchase guns, 

current law fails to protect the victims of abuse.  

 Though federal law generally prohibits gun possession by domestic abusers, this prohibition 

typically does not apply when the victim is a dating partner as opposed to a spouse. Given 

that more women are killed by dating partners than spouses in the U.S. today,
1
 this is a 

deadly omission. 

 This bill would save women’s lives by updating federal gun law to encompass abusive dating 

partners and by prohibiting convicted stalkers from buying or possessing guns. 

 All five witnesses who testified at the hearing endorsed some or all of the provisions in 

S.1290.  Below are excerpts from the testimony they gave before the committee. 

 Dr. Jacquelyn Campbell, Professor and Anna D. Wolf Chair, Department of Community-Public 

Health, Johns Hopkins University School of Nursing, Baltimore, Maryland 

 “In leaving out abusive dating partners, current federal firearm prohibitions ignore the 

perpetrators of a large and growing share of intimate partner homicides. US Department 

of Justice data shows that the share of domestic violence homicides committed by dating 

partners has been rising for three decades, and boyfriends now commit more homicides 

than do spouses. . . . . S. 1290, the Protecting Domestic Violence and Stalking Victims Act, 

would expand our national domestic violence laws to include both former and current 

dating partners . . . and is therefore an extremely important way to keep women safe 

and save lives.” 

 “In our national case control study that compared women that had been killed with other 

abused women in those same cities, we found that the vast majority of women who 

were killed has been stalked beforehand. Even when there was no prior physical 

violence, the majority had been stalked… The combination of domestic violence, stalking, 

and guns is extremely dangerous… Most often [ ] the stalking especially with the 

homicidal cases [, the stalker] was following her, doing things like slashing tires, 

destroying property, so not just the verbal harassment, emails and texts.” 

 

 Christopher Schmaling, Sheriff, Racine County, Wisconsin 
 “I’m asking you to pass . . . the Protecting Domestic Violence and Stalking Victims Act of 

2013, S. 1290, introduced by Senator Klobuchar. This bill would close a loophole that 

allows abusive dating partners to buy and have guns—simply because they are not 

married to their victims. And it would also block people with stalking convictions from 

having guns. . . . I can tell you firsthand that domestic violence is horrific, whether or not 



 

 

the abuser and victim are married. . . . Dangerous boyfriends can be just as scary as 

dangerous husbands; they hit just as hard and they fire their guns with the same deadly 

force. In fact, according to FBI data, more women are killed in America by their abusive 

boyfriends than by their abusive husbands.” 

 “When we look at stalking, in looking at statistics, from 2005-2013, the state of Wisconsin 

suffered 29 DV homicides. Of those 29, all of them were preceded by incidents of 

stalking behavior.” 

 “I can tell you based on my experience, we are seeing more dating partner situations as 

opposed to spouses involved in domestic violence cases.” 

 

 Elvin Daniel, Gun Violence Survivor, McHenry, Ilinois 
 “[F] federal law does nothing to keep guns out of the hands of abusive dating partners or 

convicted stalkers. Even if an abuser is convicted of a misdemeanor for stalking his 

victim or for assaulting his girlfriend, he could pass a background check and legally buy a 

gun from a licensed dealer. ‘The Protecting Domestic Violence and Stalking Victims Act of 

2013,’ S.1290, introduced by Senator Amy Klobuchar last year, would close these gaps in 

the law and protect women’s lives. It would ensure that the federal laws that block 

abusers from having guns cover dating situations and people convicted of all stalking 

crimes. This makes sense to me – especially because more women in the U.S. are killed 

by dating partners than by spouses.  Passing this bill would strengthen our federal gun 

laws and protect women from deadly violence. I urge the members of this committee to 

promptly report it out of committee for consideration by the full Senate.” 

 

 Hon. Seamus McCaffery, Justice, Supreme Court of Pennsylvania, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 
 “Senator, I absolutely agree that we should have boyfriends and dating partners 

included; we have it in Pennsylvania.  As the Sheriff says, they can hit just as hard, shoot 

and beat just like anybody else.  My position is, quite honestly, I really strongly support 

the concept of bringing in the partners, the boyfriends, it is important for law 

enforcement.” 

 “It appears to me that [S.1290 would] strengthen current federal domestic violence laws 

to bring them more in line with the current laws that many states have dealing with 

crimes of violence toward women/same-sex partners, a clearly laudable goal. Effectively 

strengthening such laws would seem to be an even more laudable goal.” 

 

 Dr. Joyce Lee Malcolm, Patrick Henry Professor of Constitutional Law and the Second 

Amendment, George Mason University School of Law, Arlington, Virginia 

 Senator Klobuchar:  With [a prohibition for domestic abusers subject to] permanent 

restraining orders: do you support that? 

Malcolm:  Yes I do. 

Senator Klobuchar:  If you would extend this [prohibition] to dating partners, do you 

support that? 

Malcolm:  After there’s a full hearing. 

Senator Klobuchar:  This would be after there was a permanent restraining order. 

Malcolm:  Then I think that’s fair. After a full hearing, that’s reasonable. 

                                                 
1 Everytown for Gun Safety Analysis of FBI Supplementary Homicide Reports, 2012. 


