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DVP Digest: February  – March 2014 

News and Updates from CDC’s Division of Violence  

Prevention (DVP) 
 

April features a plethora of public health observances that are central 
to the mission of CDC’s Division of Violence Prevention – April is 
National Child Abuse Prevention Month and National Sexual Assault 
Awareness Month, and April 7-11, 2014, is National Youth Violence 
Prevention Awareness Week. We look forward to working with our 
partners to coordinate and collaborate on activities to recognize and 
raise awareness around all of these critical issues. 
 
For this issue of the DVP Digest, we have chosen to highlight our work 
around the prevention of child maltreatment, in honor of the 
observance of National Child Abuse Prevention Month. The fact of the 
matter is - child maltreatment is preventable. CDC is unique from 
other agencies because it works to prevent child maltreatment before 
it begins by promoting safe, stable and nurturing relationships and 
environments for every child. We address child maltreatment by 
defining the magnitude of the problem through surveillance, 
researching promising programs to build an evidence base for 
prevention, and implementing and disseminating information on 
proven strategies to meet the needs of diverse communities. 
 
Please read on for more information about DVP’s child maltreatment 
prevention work and other updates from the division. 
 
Sincerely, 
Howard Spivak, MD  
Director, Division of Violence Prevention 
National Center for Injury Prevention and Control 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
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DVP Spotlight On…Child Maltreatment 

 
DVP supports two major initiatives to prevent child maltreatment – Essentials for Childhood and the Adverse 
Childhood Experience (ACE) Study: 
 

 Essentials for Childhood is a technical package developed by CDC for promoting safe, stable and 
nurturing relationships and environments between children and caregivers. Essentials provides 
strategies to promote the types of relationships and environments that help prevent child 
maltreatment and enable children to grow up to be healthy and productive citizens. 
 

 In 2013, DVP funded 5 state health departments (California, Colorado, Massachusetts, North 
Carolina and Washington) to implement Essentials for Childhood. Using this funding, grantees will 
coordinate and manage existing and new partnerships with other child maltreatment prevention 

http://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pdf/efc-01-03-2013-a.pdf
http://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/fundedprograms/foa/ce13-1303.html
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organizations and non-traditional partners; work with partners to identify strategies across sectors; 
identify, coordinate, monitor and report on the strategies implemented by multi-sector partners; 
coordinate improvement processes for multi-sector partners to refine strategies; and establish the 
state-level impact of these efforts. 

 The Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACE) Study, a collaboration between DVP and Kaiser 
Permanente, is one of the largest investigations ever conducted to assess associations between 
childhood maltreatment and later-life health and well-being.  The findings illustrated in this ACE 
Study infographic suggest that certain adverse experiences during childhood are major risk factors 
for the leading causes of illness and death as well as poor quality of life in the United States. 

 
In addition to Essentials and the ACE study, DVP develops, rigorously evaluates, and supports the 
dissemination of evidence-based programs, policies and practices that prevent child maltreatment through 
supporting and promoting safe, stable, and nurturing relationships and environments. 

 

DVP Program Updates 

 

 On Feb. 19, 2014, DVP co-led a CDC Public Health Grand Rounds on Preventing Youth Violence, along 
with our colleagues from the Department of Justice and grantees from the University of Chicago and 
Houston Department of Health and Human Services. Grand Rounds is a monthly webcast created to 
foster discussion on major public health issues. Each session focuses on key challenges related to a 
specific health topic, and explores cutting-edge scientific evidence and potential impact of different 
interventions. 

 

DVP Success Story 

 

Wisconsin Is Putting ACE Data to Work 

Adverse childhood experiences (ACEs) include verbal, physical, or sexual abuse, as well as family dysfunction, 
and have been linked to a range of adverse health outcomes in adulthood, including substance abuse, 
depression, cardiovascular disease, diabetes, cancer, and premature mortality. Recognizing that ACEs have a 
profound impact on the lives of Wisconsin residents, the state has embraced the collection and use of ACE 
data. For example: 

 

 The ACE study served as one of the foundational factors leading to a Trauma Informed Care (TIC) 
transformation. Wisconsin adopted the TIC initiative to promote broader sensitivity to trauma in its 
human service systems. It also included questions about ACEs in its 2010 Wisconsin Behavioral Risk 
Factor Survey (BRFS) for 4,000 randomly selected adults and used the findings to inform policy 
recommendations for addressing ACEs in Wisconsin. 

 In 2013, the Wisconsin Children’s Trust Fund (CTF) convened key stakeholders to re-design and 
expand the ACE survey to include items related to poverty and child neglect.  

 CTF, in partnership with the Wisconsin ACE & Trauma Workgroup, created two organizational tools 
to serve as guides for agencies already working on preventing child abuse and neglect that want to 
become more trauma-informed: Creating Trauma-Informed & Developmentally Appropriate 
Systems of Care in Child Abuse and Neglect Prevention: Guiding Principles of Practice; and Trauma-
Informed Organizational Self-Assessment for Child Abuse Prevention Agencies.  

 To facilitate continued state peer discussions on policy and systems, practice, and engaging 
community & building resiliency, CTF hosted a Regional Summit on ACEs in March 2014. 

 

DVP Scientific Releases 

Please note that whenever possible we have provided links to the full texts of the articles listed below. For 

more information on articles that do not include full texts, please email violenceprevention@cdc.gov.  

http://www.cdc.gov/ace/index.htm
http://vetoviolence.cdc.gov/childmaltreatment/phl/resource_center_infographic.html
http://vetoviolence.cdc.gov/childmaltreatment/phl/resource_center_infographic.html
http://www.cdc.gov/about/grand-rounds/archives/2014/February2014.htm
http://www.samhsa.gov/nctic/trauma.asp
http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/tic/
http://wichildrenstrustfund.org/files/WisconsinACEs.pdf
http://www.wichildrenstrustfund.org/files/PreventionGuidingPrinciples.pdf
http://www.wichildrenstrustfund.org/files/PreventionGuidingPrinciples.pdf
http://www.wichildrenstrustfund.org/files/OrganizationSelfAssess.pdf
http://www.wichildrenstrustfund.org/files/OrganizationSelfAssess.pdf
mailto:violenceprevention@cdc.gov
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Child Maltreatment 

 

 Child Maltreatment: A Public Health Overview and Prevention Considerations  
The Online Journal of Issues in Nursing, January 31, 2014 

 

 CDC Ground Rounds: Creating a Healthier Future through Prevention of Child Maltreatment  
CDC MMWR, March 28, 2014 
 

Crosscutting 

 

 Healthy People 2020 Objectives for Violence Prevention and the Role of Nursing 
The Online Journal of Issues in Nursing, January 31, 2014 

Homicide/Suicide 

 

 Characteristics of U.S. Suicide Decedents in 2005–2010 Who Had Received Mental Health 
Treatment  

Psychiatric Services, VOL. 65, No. 3, March 1, 2014 

Sexual Violence/Intimate Partner Violence 

 

 The Effects of the Evidence-Based Safe Dates Dating Abuse Prevention Program on Other Youth 
Violence Outcomes  

Prevention Science, March 2014 

 

 Intimate Partner Violence in the United States  –  2010  

CDC’s National Center for Injury Prevention and Control, March 26, 2014 

Youth Violence 

 

 Supporting Gang Violence Prevention Efforts: A Public Health Approach for Nurses 
Online Journal of Issues in Nursing, January 31, 2014 
 

 The importance of parental warmth, support, and control in preventing adolescent misbehavior 
Journal of Child and Adolescent Behavior, January 8, 2014 

 

DVP Partnership Matters 

 

 On Feb. 25, 2014, Dr. Howard Spivak, DVP Director, and Reshma Mahendra attended the National 

Forum for Youth Violence Prevention's Federal Steering Committee to discuss the goals, activities, 

and progress of the National Forum. The meeting focused on enhancing coordination and 

collaboration among federal agencies engaging in youth violence prevention and to report and reflect 

on the successes of the Forum in 2013.  

 On March 19, DVP hosted visitors from the Institute of Medicine to share their recommendations and 

engage in discussions around their 2013 report: “New Directions in Child Abuse and Neglect 

Research.”   

 

http://www.nursingworld.org/MainMenuCategories/ANAMarketplace/ANAPeriodicals/OJIN/TableofContents/Vol-19-2014/No1-Jan-2014/Child-Maltreatment.html
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm6312a2.htm?s_cid=mm6312a2_x
http://www.nursingworld.org/MainMenuCategories/ANAMarketplace/ANAPeriodicals/OJIN/TableofContents/Vol-19-2014/No1-Jan-2014/Healthy-People-2020.html
http://ps.psychiatryonline.org/article.aspx?articleID=1831922
http://ps.psychiatryonline.org/article.aspx?articleID=1831922
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007%2Fs11121-014-0472-4
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007%2Fs11121-014-0472-4
http://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pdf/cdc_nisvs_ipv_report_2013_v17_single_a.pdf
http://www.nursingworld.org/MainMenuCategories/ANAMarketplace/ANAPeriodicals/OJIN/TableofContents/Vol-19-2014/No1-Jan-2014/Gang-Violence-Prevention-Public-Health-Approach.html
http://www.esciencecentral.org/journals/the-importance-of-parental-warmth-support-and-control-in-preventing-adolescent-jcalb.1000121.php?aid=22518
http://ojp.gov/newsroom/youthviolenceforum.htm
http://ojp.gov/newsroom/youthviolenceforum.htm
http://www.iom.edu/Reports/2013/New-Directions-in-Child-Abuse-and-Neglect-Research.aspx
http://www.iom.edu/Reports/2013/New-Directions-in-Child-Abuse-and-Neglect-Research.aspx
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DVP Resources and Tools 

This section features select tools and resources from DVP that communities can use to translate research into 

practice and evaluation.  

 On April 1 from 3-4 p.m. EST, please join us for a Webinar to review CDC's Essentials for Childhood 
initiative, share Essentials for Childhood resource materials and CDC's work to disseminate them, and 
demonstrate through examples from several participating states how state health departments can 
use Essentials in their work to achieve collective impact for promoting safe, stable, nurturing 
relationships and environments and preventing child maltreatment. Please click here to register.  
 

 Child Maltreatment is a Public Health Issue is a site off of DVP’s Veto Violence Web site to help state 

health departments begin to promote and enhance child maltreatment prevention efforts – and 

make a lasting difference in countless lives. 

 

 Preventing Child Sexual Abuse Within Youth-serving Organizations: Getting Started on Policies and 

Procedures is a guide for youth-serving organizations to adopt prevention strategies for child sexual 

abuse. The guide identifies six key components of child sexual abuse prevention for organizations and 

includes prevention goals and critical strategies for each component. Suggestions for addressing 

challenges and tools to help organizations get started are also provided. 

 

 DVP and Prevent Child Abuse America (PCAA) will cosponsor the VetoViolence “Ask the Expert” 

Facebook Forum on Child Maltreatment Prevention, April 21-25, on the VetoViolence Facebook page. 

In observance of Child Abuse Prevention Month, DVP and PCAA experts will be available to answer 

questions and discuss strategies to stop child maltreatment before it starts, including ways that safe, 

stable, nurturing relationships and environments prevent violence and assure life-long health. 

Organizations and their staff are encouraged to participate by discussing solutions, posting resources, 

and interacting with DVP and PCAA experts and fans. 

 

Contact Us 

For more information about DVP or to speak with one of our staff, please email violenceprevention@cdc.gov.  

 

     

 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention · 1600 Clifton Road, Atlanta, GA 30333 · 800-CDC-INFO (800-232-4636)  

 

http://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pdf/efc-01-03-2013-a.pdf
https://cc.readytalk.com/cc/s/registrations/new?cid=tgudwc4dqmwx
http://vetoviolence.cdc.gov/childmaltreatment/phl/index.html
http://vetoviolence.cdc.gov/index.html
http://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pub/preventingchildabuse.html
http://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pub/preventingchildabuse.html
http://www.preventchildabuse.org/index.php
https://www.facebook.com/VetoViolence
mailto:violenceprevention@cdc.gov
http://www.cdc.gov/injury/email_list.html
http://blogs.cdc.gov/ncipc/
http://www.cdc.gov/injury/SocialMedia/index.html
http://twitter.com/cdcinjury
http://www.cdc.gov/injury/podcast.html
http://www.cdc.gov/injury/rss/rss.html

