
 
 

 
 

October 29th, 2014 

Breakout Session 1: 9:15am-10:15am 

Effective and Ineffective Uses of the Courts Time by 
Judge Charles Stephens 
 
*CEU, CJAD, and TCOLE hours available* 

A special presentation will be given by Judge Charles 
Stephens regarding what every professional should 
know before appearing in family court. 

Intersectionality of Sexual and Family Violence by Rose 
Luna and Sarah Hilderbrand 
 
 
 
 
 
*CEU, CJAD, and TCOLE hours available* 

The Texas Association Against Sexual Assault and the 
Texas Council on Family Violence partner to present 
the dynamics of sexual violence within an intimate 
partner relationship. This session will discuss differing 
tactics of sexual abuse, including reproductive 
coercion. Presenters will also share best practices for 
social service providers on how to screen clients for 
sexual abuse during the intake process. 

Trauma and the Brain by Whitney Bliss 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*CEU, CJAD, and TCOLE hours available* 

Emerging neuroscience about how we react in 
moments of trauma, how memory is processed, and 
the difficulties in recall raise many questions for how 
we currently approach, investigate, and prosecute 
cases of Sexual Assault. As we move forward how can 
we help to support our clients, educate our legal 
representatives as well as our communities, and work 
as a team to evolve a system that can support a 
survivor through this process and prevent 
revictimization.  
1. Learn the neuroscience of trauma 
2. Learn the usual expectations and the reality of what 
a survivor is capable of 
3. Discuss current movements and suggestions for 
victim centered response 

The Twelve Elements of a Successful Child Physical 
Abuse Case by Bonnie Armstrong   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Twelve Elements of a Successful Child Physical 
Abuse Case is a workshop developed to meet the 
needs of professionals charged with the duty to 
investigate physical child abuse involving infants and 
children.  With CSI, Forensic Files, NCIS, and other 
“true” crime TV shows populating the airways, 
investigators are faced with the “CSI Effect” when 
building cases for both civil and criminal court.  A 
thorough forensic investigation builds the case to meet 
either burden of proof. This workshop will provide 
lecture and discussion of specific cases involving child 
physical abuse.  These case studies will be used to 
facilitate a discussion of the importance of joint 
investigations, scene investigation/photography, 
interviewing techniques, evidence/record gathering, 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
*CEU, CJAD, and TCOLE hours available* 

timeline development, and case preparation to 
develop strong cases for prosecution. Participants will 
be provided with an Investigation Planning Guide as a 
resource to utilize in building the strong forensic case 
using the Twelve Elements of the Successful 
Investigation. 

Best Practices of Protective Orders by Bronwyn Blake 
 
 
 
 
 
*CEU, CJAD, and TCOLE hours available* 

This workshop explains the different types of 
protective orders, how they work, their application and 
how they can be utilized to improve victim’s safety and 
to prevent future violence.  This workshop also 
discusses the changes and additions of the new types 
of protective orders mandated in the last legislative 
session.    
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Break: 10:15am-10:25am 

Breakout Session 2: 10:25am-11:25am 

Effective and Ineffective Uses of the Courts Time by 
Judge Charles Stephens 
 
*CEU, CJAD, and TCOLE hours available* 

A special presentation will be given by Judge Charles 
Stephens regarding what every professional should 
know before appearing in family court. 

Pediatric Sexual Assault:  Medical/Forensic Needs of 
Children Affected by Sexual Assault by Laurie Charles 
 
 
 
*CEU, CJAD, and TCOLE hours available* 

Breakout session will discuss the importance of 
requesting and obtaining specialized examination on 
children affected by sexual assault/abuse.  Despite the 
time frame since the abuse, these children have unique 
medical/forensic needs which will be discussed during 
this class. 

Understanding the Grooming Process of Traffickers in 
Our Schools by Dottie Laster      
 
 
 
*CEU, CJAD, and TCOLE hours available*                      

How traffickers are using classic seduction techniques 
to lure otherwise stable students from high schools 
and colleges. The presentation will define "Romeo 
pimps" and how they are becoming the fastest growing 
segment of traffickers, how they use the judicial 
system, and what's happening to their victims. 

Strangulation: A Deadly Weapon  by Det. Sandra 
Spriegel 
 
*CEU, CJAD, and TCOLE hours available* 

Presentation will focus on explaining what 
strangulation is, why it’s deadly, signs, symptoms and 
investigation techniques. 

Best Practices of Protective Orders by Bronwyn Blake 
 
 
 
 
 

This workshop explains the different types of 
protective orders, how they work, their application and 
how they can be utilized to improve victim’s safety and 
to prevent future violence.  This workshop also 
discusses the changes and additions of the new types 



 
 

 
 

 
*CEU, CJAD, and TCOLE hours available* 

of protective orders mandated in the last legislative 
session.    

 

 11:25pm-1:00pm LUNCH with Keynote Speaker Jim Pulley (Lunch will be provided by Clear Springs Catering 

and New Braunfels Rotary Club District 5840) 

Breakout Session 3: 1:00pm-2:00pm 

Psychopaths Amongst Us by Lyndel Williams  (Part I)  
 
In order to get full credit for this class participates must 
attend all 3 sessions.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*CEU, CJAD, and TCOLE hours available*               

The purpose of this workshop is to provide participants 
with an understanding of how psychopaths use their 
cunning and lack of conscience to victimize society. 
Participants will be able to define the difference 
between a psychopath and a sociopath and the key 
symptoms of psychopathy. The workshop will also 
provide interview techniques for psychopathic and 
narcissistic personality type and will also introduce 
participants to young psychopaths and their 
surprisingly young entry into criminal behavior. This 
workshop will also look at reasons why nothing deters 
their behavior and why psychopaths may be such poor 
candidates for therapy. 

Managing Victims of Elder Abuse by Dr. Yvonne Lozano 
 
 
 
 
 
*CEU, CJAD, and TCOLE hours available* 

The aim of this session is to educate professionals and 
lay persons on the serious offense of elder abuse. 
Furthermore, this session will explain the system, 
identify gaps, define issues and provide valuable 
resources. Lastly, this session will review types of 
abuse, warning signs of abuse and managing victims of 
abuse. 

Trauma –Informed Counseling by Mary Dom                  
 
 
 
 
 
*CEU, CJAD, and TCOLE hours available*                                                       

The presentation will help counselors recognize how 
psychological trauma contributes significantly in the 
development of many problems such as various 
psychiatric disorders, addictions, behavioral disorders, 
suicidal behavior, personality disorders, violent 
behavior, and chronic health problems.  Techniques to 
help clients’ process trauma will be discussed. 

In Their Shoes: Teens and Dating Violence by Roy Rios  
 
 
 
 
*CEU, CJAD, and TCOLE hours available*                                                                                                                                 

In Their Shoes is a revolutionary training tool for adults 
who work with teens, and for teens themselves to 
learn about dating abuse and healthy relationships. 
Participants learn interactively what dating is like for 
today’s youth by becoming a character, making choices 
about their relationship, and seeing the results. 

Adult Medical/Forensic Exam: Dispelling the Myth of the 
"Kit" by Shelley Botello 
 
 

The presentation will dispel the myth of the forensic 
examination being about “the kit”.  It will discuss the 
medical/forensic needs of adult victims of 



 
 

 
 

 
 
*CEU, CJAD, TCOLE, and CLE hours available*                                                         

interpersonal violence. Discussion will also be given 
regarding suspect examinations. 

 

Breakout Session 4: 2:10pm-3:10pm 

Psychopaths Amongst Us Part II by Lyndel Williams   
(continue) 

The purpose of this workshop is to provide participants 
with an understanding of how psychopaths use their 
cunning and lack of conscience to victimize society. 
Participants will be able to define the difference 
between a psychopath and a sociopath and the key 
symptoms of psychopathy. The workshop will also 
provide interview techniques for psychopathic and 
narcissistic personality type and will also introduce 
participants to young psychopaths and their 
surprisingly young entry into criminal behavior. This 
workshop will also look at reasons why nothing deters 
their behavior and why psychopaths may be such poor 
candidates for therapy. 

Managing Difficult Behaviors in Alzheimer’s and Other 
Dementia Related Disorders by Dr. Yvonne Lozano 
 
 
 
 
*CEU, CJAD, and TCOLE hours available* 

Behaviors associated with different forms of dementia 
such as, aggression, anxiety and inappropriate sexual 
advances pose significant potential barriers in 
managing adults with this disorder. This session will 
provide insight into the assessment and management 
of the disruptive behaviors frequently associated with 
individuals with dementia. 

Intimate Partner Violence: Myths, Misconception, and 
Facts by Dr. Scott Peters   
 
 
*CEU, CJAD, TCOLE, and CLE hours available*                                                         

This breakout session will explore "why victims do what 
they do" and discuss in-depth the myths, 
misconceptions, and facts associated with intimate 
partner violence.   

Strangulation: A Deadly Weapon  by Det. Sandra 
Spriegel  
 
*CEU, CJAD, and TCOLE hours available* 

Presentation will focus on explaining what 
strangulation is, why it’s deadly, signs, symptoms and 
investigation techniques. 

Identifying Victim Responses to Trauma by JoMarie 
Montague   
 
 
*CEU, CJAD, and TCOLE hours available* 

This workshop will cover identifying the different 
responses victims have to trauma. It will explore law 
enforcement and victim advocates responses in dealing 
with the victim of trauma. Real case scenarios will be 
used to help identify victim typologies. 

 

Break: 3:10pm-3:20pm 

Breakout Session 5: 3:20pm-4:20pm 



 
 

 
 

Psychopaths Amongst Us Part III by Lyndel Williams   
(continue) 

The purpose of this workshop is to provide participants 
with an understanding of how psychopaths use their 
cunning and lack of conscience to victimize society. 
Participants will be able to define the difference 
between a psychopath and a sociopath and the key 
symptoms of psychopathy. The workshop will also 
provide interview techniques for psychopathic and 
narcissistic personality type and will also introduce 
participants to young psychopaths and their 
surprisingly young entry into criminal behavior. This 
workshop will also look at reasons why nothing deters 
their behavior and why psychopaths may be such poor 
candidates for therapy. 

Safe Sleep: It's As Easy As A-B-C!  by LeeAnne Courtney 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*CEU, CJAD, and TCOLE hours available*                           

Accidental Suffocation and Strangulation in Bed (ASSB) 
deaths are the leading cause of accidental deaths in 
infants in the U.S.  National and statewide infant sleep 
related data will be presented along with terminology 
and the diagnostic shift away from "SIDS" (Sudden 
Infant Death Syndrome) to "ASSB" and 
"Undetermined".   
Physical indicators of suffocation and critical risk 
factors of unsafe sleep practices will be presented and 
recommendations from the American Academy of 
Pediatrics will be discussed. These deaths are 
preventable and you can be instrumental in ensuring 
caretakers are informed and create a safe environment 
for a baby to sleep.  Creating a safe environment for a 
baby to sleep is easy, as easy as ABC. 

Trauma and the Brain by Whitney Bliss 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*CEU, CJAD, and TCOLE hours available* 

Emerging neuroscience about how we react in 
moments of trauma, how memory is processed, and 
the difficulties in recall raise many questions for how 
we currently approach, investigate, and prosecute 
cases of Sexual Assault. As we move forward how can 
we help to support our clients, educate our legal 
representatives as well as our communities, and work 
as a team to evolve a system that can support a 
survivor through this process and prevent 
revictimization.  
1. Learn the neuroscience of trauma 
2. Learn the usual expectations and the reality of what 
a survivor is capable of 
3. Discuss current movements and suggestions for 
victim centered response. 

The Undocumented Immigrant:  Hidden Victim of 
Domestic Violence, Crime, and  Human Trafficking by 
Linda A. Brandmiller          

Immigrant victims often fall through the cracks of both 
the justice and social service systems.  Providers and 
advocates must recognize the unique issues facing the 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*CEU, CJAD, TCOLE, and CLE hours available*                           

immigrant victim in order to best serve them and 
increase the likelihood that they will achieve legal 
status due to their victimization. This workshop will 
inspire the provider to improve services to the often-
hidden immigrant victim.  It will transform and expand 
the service practice for the unique issues facing the 
immigrant victim, and it will rejuvenate the provider by 
teaching a new skill set to enhance services to a 
population in desperate need of assistance. 
By the end of this session, Victim Service Providers, 
Advocates, and Law Enforcement Personnel will be 
able to: 
1) Recognize four special categories of legal status that 
the immigrant victim may qualify for along with the 
basic criteria for qualification; 
2) Identify at least six unique ways for interviewing 
immigrant victims which increase the likelihood of 
identifying their special needs; and  
3) Name at least three new resources at the local 
and/or state level to assist with immigration-specific 
questions. 

Working  With Drug Addicted Survivors of Sexual Assault 
by Wende Hilsenrod       
 
 
 
 
 
*CEU, CJAD, and TCOLE hours available*         

Twelve-step groups and victims of sexual assault are 
not totally compatible. The well-intentioned suggestion 
that a victim use the 12 steps to address their chemical 
dependency issues may set them up for relapse and 
further victimization. Surprised? This workshop is 
based on working with women and men in a rehab 
who have been trapped by their pain and life 
circumstances and are victims of sexual assault 

 

4:20pm-7:30pm  CASINO NIGHT FUNDRAISER (Conference participants will receive a complimentary ticket to 

Casino Night along with two raffle tickets which can be cashed in for 10,000 in chips.) 

 

October 30th, 2014 

Workshops: 8:00am-10:10am 

Working with Victims with Disabilities by Cema 
Mastroleo 
 
 
 

Facilitator will present an overview of disabilities, 
dynamics of violence in the lives of people with 
disabilities, Americans with Disabilities Act, accessible 
services to crime victims with a variety of disabilities, 



 
 

 
 

*CEU, CJAD, and TCOLE hours available*         and suggestions for responding sensitively and 
effectively to the victims. 

Domestic Violence Strategies: What do We Do, What 
Can We Do, and What Should We Do by Jennifer Tharp 
and Mel Koehler            
 
*CEU, CJAD, and TCOLE hours available*                                                  

The District Attorney's office will present their views on 
what are appropriate legal actions related to domestic 
violence and sexual assault.    

Navigating Safety: The Intersection of Stalking, 
Technology, and Intimate Partner Violence by Molly 
Voyles                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*CEU, CJAD, and TCOLE hours available*                                   

The workshop will focus on providing the information 
victim service providers need to know when it comes 
to assisting victims of family violence, intimate partner 
& stalking. What are the relevant statutes? How do 
offenders use technology to stalk, harass, and 
intimidate their victims? How can victim service 
providers work effectively with victims on the issue of 
technology? This training addresses both of these 
issues as well as provides a proficient structure for 
crafting agency polices on the dilemmas that staff and 
clients face with these technologies. 

C.R.A.S.E. (Civilian Response to Active Shooter Events) 
by  Officer Jeff Simmons                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*CEU, CJAD, and TCOLE hours available*                                                                      

Developed by ALERRT (Advanced Law Enforcement 
Rapid Response Training) this course is designed to fill 
in the gap between law enforcement and civilians on 
what to do and expect as a civilian involved in an active 
shooter event. Based on the Avoid, Deny, and Defend 
principal, students will learn how to act and react if 
they find themselves in such an event. There will be a 
discussion on further training, equipment, and 
protocols which should be considered for employees 
and faculty. Attendees should come with pen, paper, 
and an open mind. 

Legal Ethics and Professional Responsibility: Crimes 
Against Families  by Cynthia Veidt         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*CEU, CJAD, TCOLE, and CLE hours available*                                                         

The presentation will cover legal ethics and 
professional responsibilities as they relate to family law 
proceedings, including family violence, child 
abuse/neglect, sexual abuse, and allegations of 
criminal activity.  Topics will include proceedings for 
equitable/injunctive relief, ethical reporting 
alternatives, ethical considerations for 
avoiding/minimizing the direct involvement of children, 
and balancing duties owed to a client with duties owed 
to the tribunal and others.  Additional topics for 
presentation and discussion will include “blaming the 
victim,” considerations when mentally challenged 
individuals are involved, representing abusers, 
presentation and handling of sensitive information, 
community resources for lawyers and their clients, and 
legislative updates related to the foregoing topics. 

SANE Peer Review by Comal County SANEs SANE Peer Review (SANEs Only) 



 
 

 
 

 

* Participants will have a break during the workshop from 9:00am-9:10am 

Break: 10:10am-10:20am 

Closing Ceremony for Conference: 10:20am-11:30am 


