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No Background Check? No Gun!  No Excuses, No Way! 

 

JOVAN BELCHER SHOOTING TRAGEDY 
 

Austin TX– Our deepest condolences go out to the families and friends of both Jovan Belcher, 

his murdered girlfriend, Kasandra Perkins, and their surviving 3 month old daughter. 

 

We know that Jovan Belcher had committed acts of domestic violence against Kasandra Prerkins 

and that help had been extended to him in hopes of stopping the conduct.  One thing is certain for 

this murder/suicide as well as all those that occur daily, weekly, monthly, and throughout the 

year.  Many of the nearly 30,000 lives lost annually would not be killed so readily if we were not 

in the death throes of a gun culture.  This gun culture is perpetrated by the gun industry and gun 

lobby, all working in concert to sell as many guns as possible.  They put their profits ahead of 

our safety and lives.  That’s immoral. 

 

Bob Costas and Kansas City writer Jason Witlock are both courageous, and both got it exactly 

right.  Costas brought it to the public in precisely the right manner and venue.  He wanted to get 

the public’s attention for more than a day.  Of course, he also got the attention of those not so 

sympathetic to Costas’ and Witlock’s position.  They are on the wrong side. 

 

Our gun culture is driven in great part by the unbelievably easy access to firearms by almost 

anybody, and especially those who should not have such access, felons, minors, mentally 

incompetent, and domestic violence perpetrators.  Forty percent of all gun sales, especially at 

gun show, are sold with NO FEDERAL BACKGROUND CHECK!  This is where our 

legislators and leaders need to begin if and when they ever get serious about changing this 

horrific situation.  The majority of the public as well as the NRA’s rank and file members are in 

favor of such changes.  More guns in the hands of more people is NOT THE ANSWER.  We all 

know it makes no sense and will destroy us if we continue down that path.   

 

                                                                        ### 

 

The Brady Campaign, with its dedicated network of Million Mom March Chapters, is the 

nation's largest, non-partisan, grassroots organization leading the fight to prevent gun violence. 

The Brady Campaign works to enact and enforce sensible gun laws, regulations and public 

policies to create an America free from gun violence, where all Americans are safe at home, at 

school, at work, and in our communities.  
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