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   Apr 10, 2007

Important Change to the  
Direct Assistance Fund 
  
The National Network to End Domestic Violence has been asked to partner 
with the release of "If I Am Missing or Dead" 
(http://www.ifiammissingordead.com/) (Simon & Schuster, 2007), a powerful 
memoir that chronicles one sister's abusive marriage while interweaving the 
tragic story of another sister's tragic death.  
  
As part of this partnership, NNEDV is changing the name of the Direct 
Assistance Fund to the Amy's Courage Fund.  While the name will 
change, the Fund's mission will remain the same – to provide up to $2,000 
in emergency financial assistance to help victims escape abuse.    
  
The author of "If I Am Missing of Dead," Janine Latus, will be interviewed by 
Oprah in early May to share this powerful story.  We are extremely excited 
about this opportunity to raise awareness about the Fund and hope that the 
increased awareness will encourage more victims to seek assistance.  
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DONATE
We need your 
help to 
ensure 
that we can 
continue this 
valuable 
resource for 
victims of 
domestic 
violence. 
  
You can 
make a tax-
deductible 
donation to 
the Amy's 
Courage 
Fund by 
clicking here. 
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 "Today Ron Ball and I are romantically 
involved, but I fear I have placed myself at risk in 
a variety of ways. Based on his criminal past, 
writing this out just seems like the smart thing to 
do. If I am missing or dead this obviously has not 
protected me..."  

Amy Lynne Latus taped this note inside her desk drawer.  
Two months after writing these words, Amy tragically lost her life to domestic 
violence.   

That same spring her sister Janine was struggling to leave her marriage – a 
marriage to a handsome and successful man. A marriage others emulated. A 
marriage in which she felt she could do nothing right and everything wrong. A 
marriage in which she felt afraid, controlled, inadequate, and trapped. 

Janine was able to leaver her marriage, yet Amy died in silent fear and pain. 
Haunted by this, Janine turned her journalistic eye inward. How, she wondered, 
did two seemingly well-adjusted, successful women end up in strings of 
physically or emotionally abusive relationships with men? "If I Am Missing or 
Dead" is a heart-wrenching journey of discovery as Janine Latus traces the 
roots of her own – and her sister's – victimization with unflinching candor.  This 
beautifully written memoir will move readers from the first to the last page. At 
once a confession, a call to break the cycle of abuse, and a deeply felt love 
letter to her baby sister, Amy Lynne Latus, "If I Am Missing or Dead" is an 
unforgettable read.  

Learn More about “If I Am Missing or Dead” 
(http://www.ifiammissingordead.com/) 
 
“If I Am Missing or Dead” is now on sale for $25.00 at www.simonsays.com, 
www.amazon.com and other major book retailers. 

  

Amy's Courage Fund  

In conjunction with the release of “If I Am Missing or Dead" 
(Simon & Schuster, 2007), NNEDV has changed the name of 
its Direct Assistance Fund to the Amy's Courage Fund. 

Amy's Courage Fund is named in honor of Amy Lynne Latus 
and the many other victims who suffer in silence.  
  
We all know an Amy – she's the girl next door or the woman standing in front of 
you at the grocery store.  She's your sister, your mother, your friend, your 
coworker or maybe even you.   
  
In addition to inflicting physical, psychological and emotional abuse, abusers 

Your 
donation 
will save a 
life. 

  
  

  

  

HOW TO 
APPLY 

In order to 
receive aid 
from the 
Amy's 
Courage 
Fund, a 
501(c)3 
organization 
(usually a 
local 
domestic 
violence or 
advocacy 
program) 
must apply on 
behalf of the 
victim.  This 
guideline 
must be 
adhered to for 
the safety 
and 
confidentiality 
of the victim. 
  
For more 
information 
about the 
process and 
a copy of the 
application 
form, please 
contact LaKia 
Williams at 
202-543-5566 
ext. 16. 
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often financially control their victims – forcing them to quit their jobs, giving 
minimal allowances to pay for household needs, and taking steps to ruin their 
credit.  As a direct result, many victims lack the financial resources necessary 
to flee and establish and life free of violence. 
  
The Amy's Courage Fund was established to alleviate the financial constraints 
that often prevent a victim from escaping abuse.  Amy's Courage Fund provides 
emergency financial assistance of up to $2,000 to victims of domestic violence 
and their children to meet their immediate needs after escaping an abusive 
home. 
  
Since 2003, we have provided more than $600,000 in emergency financial 
assistance to families throughout the country, helping them to establish a new 
life free by paying for: 

• moving and transportation costs associated with escaping abuse, such 
as plane, train or bus tickets, U-Haul rentals, hotels and other travel 
expenses;  

• rent and security deposits for new, safe homes;  
• utilities, utility deposits, phone hookups for new, safe homes;  
• medical expenses;  
• legal fees and expenses for filing for protective orders, custody 

agreements and divorces;  
• car repairs and transportation needs; and  
• furniture, appliances, clothing and other household goods.   

 
In addition, during times of national crisis – such as Hurricanes Katrina and 
Rita, the Amy's Courage Fund extends its emergency grants to domestic 
violence programs so that they are able to continue providing services to their 
communities.   
  
The Amy's Courage Fund is available due to the generous support of 
individuals like you, and our corporate and foundations partners, listed below:  

• Altria Group, Inc. (http://www.altria.com/)  

• Bioelements (http://www.bioelements.com/splash.html ) 

• FISA Foundation (http://www.fisafoundation.org/) 

• Liz Claiborne, Inc. (http://www.lizclaiborne.com/home/index.jsp)  

• Mary Kay Ash Charitable Foundation (http://www.mkacf.org/) 

• Simon and Schuster (http://www.simonsays.com/) 
  

  
   

   
  

 
 


