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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

August 12, 2015 

Contact: Mark Prentice, markp@responsiblesolutions.org, 425.999.5977 

Captain Mark Kelly Statement on News That Harris County 

Shooter Who Killed Eight, Including Six Children, Over the 

Weekend Had Bypassed Background Check by Buying Gun 

Online 

Shooter Was Felon Prohibited From Owning, Buying Guns Under Federal Law, 

But Got One Anyway Through Internet Loophole 

Unlike Other States, Texas Has Not Acted to Close Loopholes in Gun Background 

Check Laws 

TUCSON, AZ – Navy combat veteran and retired NASA astronaut Captain Mark Kelly, the Co-

Founder of the gun violence prevention organization Americans for Responsible Solutions 

(ARS), issued the below statement today following new details that the Harris County shooter 

who killed eight people, including his former domestic partner, her spouse, and six children in 

their home on Saturday, was prohibited from purchasing a gun and bypassed a criminal 

background check by purchasing the firearm used in the shooting from a stranger he met online. 

Captain Kelly’s statement: 

“The horrific tragedy that unfolded in Harris County over the weekend is not only a painful 

reminder of how deadly of a mix domestic violence and guns are, but also how loopholes in our 

laws make it easy for dangerous people like felons and domestic abusers to get their hands on a 

gun,” said Captain Kelly. “Our federal laws have loopholes big enough to drive a truck through, 

and when we give felons and domestic abusers the option to buy a gun without a background 

check, it makes our communities less safe. That’s why our leaders need to do everything they 

can to close those loopholes and help keep dangerous people from getting their hands on guns. 

For those who fight to protect these loopholes that make it easy for dangerous people to buy guns 

without a background check, we would like to hear what steps they would take to help keep guns 

out of the hands of convicted felons. Gabby and I will continue to keep our thoughts and prayers 

with those whose loved ones were taken from them on Saturday, and with the Harris County 

community.” 

 

mailto:markp@responsiblesolutions.org
tel:425.999.5977
http://www.chron.com/news/houston-texas/houston/article/Reports-Five-children-three-adults-shot-dead-in-6433574.php#photo-8439480
http://www.chron.com/news/houston-texas/houston/article/Reports-Five-children-three-adults-shot-dead-in-6433574.php#photo-8439480
http://www.chron.com/news/houston-texas/houston/article/Reports-Five-children-three-adults-shot-dead-in-6433574.php#photo-8439480
http://www.click2houston.com/news/source-accused-mass-killer-david-conley-inside-home-for-14-hours-before-surrendering/34639842
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BACKGROUND ON THE DEADLY MIX OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE & GUNS 

 Women in the United States are 11 times more likely to be murdered with a gun than 

women in other developed countries, and more than half of all murders of America’s 

women are committed with a gun.[Centers for Disease Control, 2012] 

 Abused women are five times more likely to be killed by their abuser if that individual 

has access to a firearm.[Centers for Disease Control, 2012] 

 Domestic violence assaults involving a gun are twelve times more likely to result in death 

than those involving other weapons or bodily force.[Journal of the American Medical 

Association, 1992] 

 In 2011, nearly two-thirds of women killed with guns were killed by their intimate 

partners.[Violence Policy Center, 2013] 

 More than two-thirds of spouse and ex-spouse homicide victims between 1980 and 2008 

were killed with firearms.[Bureau of Justice Statistics, 2011] 

 48.6 percent of all intimate partner homicides were committed by a dating 

partner.[Bureau of Justice Statistics, 2011] 

 66 percent of female stalking victims were stalked by a current or former intimate 

partner.[Bureau of Justice Statistics, 2009] 

 One study of female murder victims in 10 cities found that 76 percent of women 

murdered and 85 percent who survived a murder attempt by a current or former intimate 

partner experienced stalking in the year preceding the murder.[Homicide Studies, 1999] 

 

ABOUT BACKGROUND CHECKS 

Federal Law Requires Background Checks - But Only at Licensed Firearms Dealers, Not 

Online and at Gun Shows. In 1993, Congress passed the Brady Handgun Violence Prevention 

Act into law, making background checks a requirement for federally licensed gun dealers and 

setting up the National Instant Criminal Background Check System (NICS), a system of 

databases maintained by the Federal Bureau of Investigation. Under federal law, certain 

categories of dangerous individuals, known as prohibited purchasers, such as convicted felons, 

domestic abusers and some dangerously mentally ill people are prohibited from purchasing or 

possessing firearms. Under the Brady Act, when a person attempts to purchase a gun from a 

licensed dealer, the dealer runs a check through the NICS system to determine whether a 

potential buyer is prohibited from purchasing firearms. If information in NICS indicates that a 

person is prohibited from legally purchasing a firearm, the dealer must deny the sale. 

Background Checks Have Blocked Over Two Million Potential Sales to Prohibited 

Purchasers. 91 percent of background checks are completed instantaneously and since the NICS 

system has been in place, over 196 million background checks have been conducted, and over 

two million firearms sales to prohibited purchasers have been denied. 

http://webappa.cdc.gov/sasweb/ncipc/dataRestriction_inj.html
http://webappa.cdc.gov/sasweb/ncipc/dataRestriction_inj.html
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/1588718
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/1588718
http://erx.sagepub.com/content/30/3/266.abstract
http://bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/htus8008.pdf
http://bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/htus8008.pdf
http://www.justice.gov/sites/default/files/ovw/legacy/2012/08/15/bjs-stalking-rpt.pdf
http://hsx.sagepub.com/search?author1=JUDITH+M.+McFARLANE&sortspec=date&submit=Submit
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States with Background Checks Have Seen Public Safety Gains. In the eighteen states and 

the District of Columbia that already require background checks for all handgun sales, 46 percent 

fewer women are shot to death by their intimate partners, there are 48 percent fewer firearms 

suicides and 48% fewer law enforcement officers are shot to death by handguns. When Missouri 

repealed its background check law in 2007 that required background checks on all handgun 

sales, gun homicides increased by 25 percent in the state. 

 

### 

 

Americans for Responsible Solutions (ARS) is committed to finding sensible ways to reduce 

gun violence and encouraging elected officials to enact responsible firearms policies that protect 

the Second Amendment. Founded by former Congresswoman Gabrielle Giffords and retired 

Navy combat veteran and NASA astronaut Captain Mark Kelly, today ARS stands more than 

800,000 strong. Learn more at www.responsiblesolutions.org and at @Resp_Solutions. 

Connect with Gabby Giffords, Mark Kelly, and ARS: 

Twitter: @GabbyGiffords, @ShuttleCDRKelly, and @Resp_Solutions 

Instagram: @gabbygiffords & @shuttlecdrkelly 

Facebook:www.facebook.com/AmericansForResponsibleSolutions 

Website: www.responsiblesolutions.org 
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https://twitter.com/gabbygiffords
https://twitter.com/ShuttleCDRKelly
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http://www.americansforresponsiblesolutions.org/

