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CAN I GET AN ORDER OF PROTECTION? 
  

This questionnaire may help you see if your situation meets the legal requirements for an Order of 
Protection.  For simplicity, the person you want protection from is called your “abuser.”  NOTE:  
The “abuser” must be over the age of eighteen. 
 

Check off the boxes which apply to your situation. 
******************************************************************************************* 
Domestic Violence 
 
STEP ONE: 

 Your abuser physically assaulted you. 
 Your abuser threatened you with bodily harm. 
 Your abuser damaged personal property in anger. 
 Your abuser physically restrained you (examples:  by putting hands on you, backing you into a 

corner, blocking a doorway, taking car keys, or something like it.) 
 Took action causing bodily harm. 
 Put you in fear of physical harm. 

 
STEP TWO: 

 Your abuser is a current or former spouse 
 Your abuser is a current or former boyfriend or girlfriend 
 You are related by blood or adoption 
 You are related (or formerly related) by marriage 
 You are the child of a person who is connected to the abuser by one of the boxes listed above. 

 
*******************************************************************************************
Stalking* 

 Your abuser has followed or harassed you at least two times.  (“Harassed” means verbal threats, 
written threats, vandalism or physical abuse.) 

 Because of stalking, you are in fear of physical harm. 
 
* Relationship not required for stalking. 
 
******************************************************************************************* 
Sexual Assault* 

 Your abuser has sexually assaulted you (you did not consent to sexual intercourse, or the abuser 
touched intimate parts, or touched clothing covering intimate parts for sexual gratification) 

 Your abuser placed you in fear of a sexual assault. 
 

*Relationship not required for sexual abuse. 
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If you were not able to check off any boxes, you may not meet the legal requirements to get an Order of Protection.  You may 
file a petition, but if the judge decides that your situation does not fit the legal requirements, he is required to 
dismiss the petition and you may have to pay the court costs.  Be advised that there may be other types of 
legal protection which you can seek, depending upon your situation.  
  
The primary purpose of an Order of Protection is to enhance the safety of the Petitioner.   These are very 
serious matters.  Make sure you understand your responsibilities as a Petitioner.  If you are a victim of 
domestic violence you will qualify for attorney representation at Legal Aid without regard to income.   

  
Attention:  If you do not appear in court on your court date, your Order of 

Protection may be dismissed, or if you ask for a dismissal, you may be ordered 
to pay $180.50 in court costs. 

 
 
 


