
Support Full Funding for Family Violence Programs

158 women were killed by a male 
intimate partner in 2015.

Texas family violence programs 
served 72,345 family violence 

victims and their families.

39% of requests for services are 
turned away due to lack of space 

and resources. 

$56.72m
core family violence 

services 

$3m
Exceptional Item 

Funding

$3.5m
Battering Intervention 
Prevention Programs 

For more information, contact TCFV Policy Director, Aaron Setliff at 512-590-9808 
or TCFV’s Policy Team at 1-800-525-1978.



Full Funding for Family Violence Services 
Last year, over 72,000 people received services from family violence services; in 2015, 158 
women were killed by a male intimate partner; 39% of requests for services in 2016 went 
unmet because of lack of space and resources in shelters. These three facts quickly bring 
home the current demand for family violence services, the highly lethal reality of family 
violence in Texas, and the continued need for increasing safe places and resources for 
those who find that home is not safe. Support the Health and Human Services Commission 
core funding request of $56.72 million and their Exceptional Item Funding request of $3 
million to support innovative responses. Also commit to level funding of $3.5 million to 
Battering Intervention and Prevention Programs via Rider 47 to the Texas Department of 
Criminal Justice’s Community Justice Assistance Division.          

Updating the Address Confidentiality Program
The Texas Address Confidentiality Program (ACP) provides an alternate 
address, via a centralized P.O. Box operated by the Texas Office of 
Attorney General for use with all state or local entities by survivors 
of family violence with enhanced safety risks. Two current problems 
exist in ACP: the Voting and Tax Codes do not adequately protect 
victims’ addresses within the ACP; an exemption currently exists for law 
enforcement to access information but sets no criteria for doing so. 
Support Senate Bill 256 (Van Taylor) which will shore up the codes to 
cover victim address confidentiality and link release of information to 
law enforcement with an investigation.

Safety in Child Custody Decisions: Domestic Violence Training for Mediators
Domestic violence makes decisions on child custody even more complex.  
Currently, mediators that handle child custody cases have no domestic 
violence training requirements. Moreover, lawyers and advocates agree 
that survivor parents use mediation and oftentimes experience better 
results than in litigation, so mediators need the tools to identify abusive 
behavior in the mediation process. Adding strong DV training for these 
mediators will increase safety for survivors and their children. Ask 
your legislator to support Senate Bill 539 (Hinojosa) which will require 
mediators to obtain 8 hours training on domestic violence.

Seeking Services Safely: Enhanced Victim Privacy & Confidentiality
Enhanced privacy and confidentiality stand as critical elements of fostering 
a therapeutic and effective environment for victims to seek help. Victims of 
sexual assault and family violence need safe spaces to share details of the 
abuse. Texas lacks strong legal protections for these private conversations 
from batterers or others who seek it using a court subpoena. As a result, 
advocates currently record little information in victim files, significantly 
reducing their usefulness. It is time for Texas to join the majority of other 
states: support greater confidentiality for information shared by victims 
with advocates in family violence centers.  

Expanded Safety Options for Survivors: Long-Term Protective Orders
A “permanent” protective order (PO) in Texas lasts up to two years. 
Courts can enter a PO for a longer period up to the lifetime of the 
parties, if there have been either 1) the offender has caused serious 
bodily injury to the victim applicant or 2) two prior protective orders 
involving the same parties. These two prongs do not address batterer 
behaviors amounting to additional highly lethal family violence felony 
offenses. Support SB 712 (Hinojosa), an update to this statute that 
allows for greater eligibility for longer term POs based on the victim’s 
experience of “acts constituting felony family violence”. 
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