
 
Help us show the world exactly what financial abuse looks like. Send us 
your most eye-opening, heartbreaking, creative, dramatic and inspiring 
stories from the survivors you work with. We are looking for stories of how 
victims break free by creatively saving money, opening secret accounts, etc. 
– explaining just how incredibly resourceful survivors can be. And stories 
that illustrate different types of financial abuse like sabotaging jobs, 

restricting cash, ruining credit and identity theft. Please omit or change any names and identifying 
details if necessary for the survivor’s safety. Selected stories will be transformed into an online video 
series and social media campaign from Purple Purse aimed at helping the public understand how 
financial abuse can trap people in abusive relationships – and the inspiring resilience and 
resourcefulness of victims who are able to break free.  
 
As a small gesture of our appreciation for your help, we’ll send a $10 Starbucks gift card to the first 25 
people who send in three stories. And, if one of your stories is selected as one of the top two stories, 
we’ll send you a $50 Visa gift card. 
 
Not sure where to start? Here are some examples of the types of powerful details we’re looking for: 
 

 Lori broke free from the abusive relationship by secretly saving money over the course of two 
years. Every visit to the grocery store, Lori would add small, $5 or $10, increments of cash back 
to the checks she wrote to the grocery store clerk. When no one was watching, she would 
carefully roll the single bills inside tampon dispensers and store them in a box in the bathroom 
cupboard. She did this every week for two years to eventually save $2,600: just enough money 
to file for divorce. 
 

 Carla had a successful corporate career and had been diligently saving for retirement since she 
began working right after college. As the abuse in her marriage became worse and worse, the 
financial and physical abuse reached terrifying heights one night when her husband forced her 
at gunpoint to withdraw all her retirement savings and hand it over to him.  
 

Please submit your stories to FoundationDV@allstate.com. Thank you for your help with this project and 
for all that you do for survivors every day.  
 
 
 
 
 

 – Forwarded by Kim Pentico, Director of Economic Justice Program, National Network to End Domestic Violence on April 22, 2016.   
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