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Is your court sensitive to LGBTQ survivors? When judicial responses don't account for the unique 
dynamics of LGBTQ domestic violence, courts are less effective at helping survivors stay safe. Recent 

studies show that LGBTQ survivors face significant challenges accessing the court system. In one study, 
more than half (55%) of LGBTQ petitioners were denied protection orders, while nearly 45% were 

denied admission to a domestic violence shelter entirely. When LGBTQ survivors are elderly or from 
communities of color, problems accessing help can be even more difficult. Join Judge Elizabeth Berns 
and Prof. Todd Brower for an in-depth look at how LGBTQ survivors face powerful cultural barriers 

inhibiting disclosure, preventing help-seeking, and accessing the court system. Participants will analyze 
the dynamics of LGBTQ partner abuse and learn how to engage LGBTQ communities in collaborative 
domestic violence efforts. Faculty will also identify available resources on LGBTQ domestic violence 

and work through several active discussion problems with participants.  
 

  

    

  

Although this webinar will address some transgender domestic 
violence issues, Part II of this series will be a full webinar on 

transgender domestic violence, and will take place on June 1st, 2016.   
 

  

Closed Captioning is provided.  
 For questions or assistance, please contact Alicia Lord. 
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