
 

 

 

 

  

  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

DAYA REACTS TO ORLANDO SHOOTINGS 
  

 

 

HOUSTON TEXAS, JUNE 16, 2016 - The Board and Staff of Daya express our 
sorrow and outrage over the loss of 49 innocent lives in the mass shooting on 6-
12-16 at Pulse, a gay nightclub in Orlando, Florida. As a domestic violence 
organization serving the South Asian community, Daya stands against all forms of 
violence, especially those based on gender, race and sexual orientation. The 
people who lost their lives in Orlando represented the rich American mosaic that 
makes this country unique and desirable. We are saddened by their tragic end 
and extend our sympathies to the Orlando community. We oppose the hate and 
fear that are behind any act of violence targeting a particular community or 
group. As Americans, every one of us should speak out against hate and violence 
if we want to continue to enjoy the freedom, opportunity and choices that this 
country offers to her citizens. Daya condemns the Orlando shooting not only for 
its horror and for the loss of precious lives but also for the way the tragedy has 
cut into the core of what America represents - inclusion and diversity.  
 
At this time of collective grief, Daya renews its resolve to promote a violence-
free society by supporting women, children, minorities and marginalized groups 
in their quest to live their lives with dignity, respect and equality. 

ABOUT DAYA 

 
Now in it twentieth year, Daya empowers south Asian women, their children and families 
who are trying to break the cycle of domestic and sexual violence and reclaim their lives. 
Daya empowers these women by offering counseling and advocacy, promoting 
community awareness and by advocating at the policy level. Daya's approach fosters 
individual freedom and respect leading to healthy families. 
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