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DVP Digest: June-July 2016 

  
News and Updates from CDC’s Division of 
Violence  Prevention (DVP) 
  
It is easy to feel discouraged as we watch the preventable 
tragedies unfolding in our communities in a seemingly 
endless, steady stream. The sting is particularly acute within 
CDC’s Division of Violence Prevention (DVP), where our staff 
have dedicated their careers, and many their lives, to 
preventing all forms of violence. 
  
And yet, I remain hopeful. Alongside the reports of violence 
and tragedy are stories of people and communities uniting to 
heal and learn from one another how to stop and prevent the 
vicious cycle of violence. And here in DVP, we are committed 
to facing these new challenges, addressing the 
interconnectedness of violence, and rededicating ourselves to 
its prevention.  
  
In this issue of the DVP Digest, we highlight a few specific 
examples of what we are doing now, through our National 
Violent Death Reporting System (NVDRS) and other initiatives, 
to improve our understanding of all forms of violence and 
inform national discussion and prevention efforts. More work 
is needed, but we are committed to the task and look forward 
to continued collaboration with our partners to stop violence 
before it begins.   
  
As always, I want to thank you for all that you do every day to 
prevent violence, and remind you that we are making a 
difference. 
  
In partnership,  
  
James Mercy, PhD  
Director, Division of Violence Prevention 
National Center for Injury Prevention and Control 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
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DVP Spotlight on…Firearm Violence Prevention 
  
More than 33,500 Americans die each year from a firearm injury, making firearm-related injuries 
among the leading causes of death for people aged 1 to 64 in the United States.  The impact of firearm 
violence extends beyond deaths. More than 81,000 people a year suffer non-fatal gunshot wounds. 
People hospitalized with non-fatal gunshot wounds often experience long-term consequences, 
including physical disabilities and chronic mental health problems from conditions such as post-
traumatic-stress disorder. Public health research is fundamental to understanding the problem and 
developing scientifically sound solutions.  
  
In 2013, CDC and the CDC-Foundation commissioned the Institute of Medicine (now, the National 
Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine)/National Research Council  to identify the most 
pressing research questions on the causes and prevention of gun violence, including those questions 
with the greatest potential for public health impact. As noted by the IOM/NRC, “The complexity and 
frequency of firearm violence, combined with its impact on the health and safety of Americans, 
suggest that a public health approach should be incorporated into the strategies used to prevent 
future harm and injuries.” The IOM/NRC released their report Priorities for Research to Reduce the 
Threat of Firearm-Related Violence in June 2013. The report includes priorities for: 

 Understanding the characteristics of firearm violence, 
 The risk and protective factors for interpersonal and self-directed firearm violence,  
 The impact of gun safety technology, and  
 The effectiveness of interventions to prevent firearm violence. 

  
The President’s Budget requests to Congress over the last three years (FY14-FY16) included $10 million 
for CDC to conduct research into the causes and prevention of gun violence. However, those funds 
were not included in CDC’s appropriation. This request is renewed in the FY 2017 President’s Budget 
request to Congress.  
  

DVP In Action…Documenting the Public Health Burden of Firearm Injuries 
  
While CDC’s Injury Center has limited discretionary funding to dedicate to firearm violence research 
and prevention, it has and will continue to support surveillance activities, epidemiological assistance 
investigations, and analyses of surveillance and other data to document the public health burden of 
firearm injuries in the U.S. Understanding the patterns, characteristics, and impact of firearm violence 
is an important step toward preventing firearm injuries and deaths in the United States. A few 
examples are noted below: 
  

 Firearm injuries in the United States, Prev Med. 2015 Oct; 79:5-14.  
 Firearm Homicides and Suicides in Major Metropolitan Areas — United States, 2006–2007 and 

2009–2010, MMWR. August 2, 2013 / 62(30); 597-602.  
 Suicide Trends Among Persons Aged 10–24 Years — United States, 1994–2012, MMWR. March 

6, 2015 / 64(08); 201-205. 
 Homicide Rates Among Persons Aged 10–24 Years — United States, 1981–2010, MMWR. July 

12, 2013 / 62(27); 545-548. 
  

DVP Program Updates 
  

 From June 23-24, DVP hosted grantees from its DELTA FOCUS initiative to share successes in 
the field and to offer technical assistance.  

http://www.nap.edu/download/18319
http://www.nap.edu/download/18319
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26116133
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm6230a1.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm6230a1.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm6408a1.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm6227a1.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/deltafocus/
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 CDC awarded $30 million to 23 state health departments over the next five years as part of the 
Core State Violence and Injury Prevention Program (Core SVIPP). The program will support 
states in the implementation, evaluation and dissemination of strategies to address pressing 
injury and violence issues, including child abuse and neglect, traumatic brain injury, motor 
vehicle crash injury and death, and intimate partner/sexual violence.  

 On July 13, INSPIRE, an evidence-based technical package of interventions to help countries 
and communities prevent and respond to violence against children and adolescents, was 
released. INSPIRE collaborators included the World Health Organization (WHO) along with the 
Centers for Disease Control,  the President’s Emergency Program for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR), 
Together for Girls, United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), United Nations Office on Drugs 
and Crime (UNODC), United States Agency for International Development (USAID),the World 
Bank, the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) and the Global Partnership to End 
Violence Against Children. INSPIRE builds on the knowledge contained in the CDC-developed 
THRIVES technical package, and targets what is predictable and preventable about violence. 
See press coverage below:  

o INSPIRE: Breaking the Cycle of Violence Huffington Post July 13, 2016 
o The CDC and WHO are teaming up to end the “contagious disease” of child violence 

Washington Post July 12, 2016 
 From July 18-19, DVP led a training for 50 Air Force Violence Prevention Specialists on the 

public health approach to sexual violence prevention, as it applies to their work.  
  

DVP Partnership Matters 
  

 From June 13-14, representatives from DVP and NCIPC leadership attended the United States 
of Women Summit in Washington, D.C., to attend panels and presentations that discussed risk 
and protective factors pertinent to DVP’s work in violence prevention.  

 On June 15, the STRYVE Action Council held its quarterly meeting, during which members 
shared updates and heard from the Prevention Institute and Berkeley Media Studies about 
their recent work highlighting media coverage of youth violence. 

 From June 22-24, DVP staff presented on its recently released sexual violence and child abuse 
and neglect technical packages at the National Conference of State Legislatures.  

 From June 27-29, DVP staff attended the National Forum for Youth Violence Prevention’s 
Annual Summit in Baltimore.  

 On July 12, DVP hosted speakers from Culture Reframed, an organization dedicated to 
addressing pornography as a public health problem.  

 The 2016 Federal Bullying Prevention Summit will be held on Friday August 12.  For more 
information and to register for the event, please visit http://fpbpsummit.com/. 

  
DVP Resources and Tools 

  
 DVP has published new infographics on child abuse and neglect prevention and on sexual 

violence prevention.  
 Community HealthSim is the newest resource in the VetoViolence suite of tools and trainings. 

Vetoville represents “Anytown, USA.” This tool gives you the chance to explore Vetoville as a 
“special advisor”—brought in to determine how to spend the town’s resources in order to 
improve the quality of life for everyone who lives there.  

 CDC - Coping with Stress After a Traumatic Event Tip Sheet 
 CDC - Coping with a Traumatic Event Fact Sheet 

  

http://www.cdc.gov/injury/stateprograms/index.html
http://www.who.int/violence_injury_prevention/violence/inspire/en
http://www.who.int/en/
http://www.pepfar.gov/
http://www.togetherforgirls.org/
http://www.unicef.org/
https://www.unodc.org/
https://www.unodc.org/
https://www.usaid.gov/
https://www.usaid.gov/
http://www.worldbank.org/
http://www.paho.org/hq/
http://www.end-violence.org/
http://www.end-violence.org/
http://www.who.int/violence_injury_prevention/violence/inspire/en
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/tom-frieden-md-mph/inspire-breaking-the-cycl_b_10964126.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/to-your-health/wp/2016/07/12/cdc-director-violence-against-children-is-a-contagious-disease-that-must-be-stopped/?postshare=1551468500550936&tid=ss_tw
http://www.theunitedstateofwomen.org/
http://www.theunitedstateofwomen.org/
http://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/stryve/actioncouncil.html
http://www.preventioninstitute.org/
http://www.bmsg.org/
http://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pub/technical-packages.html
http://www.ncsl.org/
http://youth.gov/youth-topics/preventing-youth-violence/about-national-forum
http://www.culturereframed.org/about-us/
http://fpbpsummit.com/
http://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pub/technical-packages/infographic/can.html
http://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pub/technical-packages/infographic/sv.html
http://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pub/technical-packages/infographic/sv.html
http://vetoviolence.cdc.gov/apps/community-healthsim/
https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pdf/coping-with-stress-2013-508.pdf
http://www.cdc.gov/masstrauma/factsheets/public/coping.pdf
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DVP Scientific Releases 
  
Please note that whenever possible we have provided links to the full texts of the articles listed below. 
For more information on articles that do not include full texts, please email 
violenceprevention@cdc.gov.  
  
Crosscutting 

 Prevention Of Traumatic Brain Injury Secondary to Modes of Transportation, Falls, and 
Assaults Manual of Traumatic Brain Injury 2016 

 Preventing Multiple Forms of Violence: A Strategic Vision for Connecting the Dots Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 2016 

  
Child Abuse and Neglect 

 Fatal Abusive Head Trauma Among Children Aged <5 Years — United States, 1999–2014 
Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report  May 27, 2016 

 Fatal Head Trauma from Child Abuse Jama July 12, 2016 
  
Suicide 

 Suicide by Occupation Type – 17 States, 2012 Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report July 1, 
2016 

  
Youth Violence 

 Characteristics of Youth With Combined Histories of Violent Behavior, Suicidal Ideation or 
Behavior, and Gun-Carrying Crisis June 1, 2016 

 Implementing and Evaluating Comprehensive Evidence-Based Approaches to Prevent Youth 
Violence: Partnering to Create Communities Where Youth Are Safe From Violence Journal of 
Primary Prevention April 2016 

  
Contact Us 

  
For more information about DVP or to speak with one of our staff, please email 
violenceprevention@cdc.gov. 
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mailto:violenceprevention@cdc.gov
http://www.demosmedical.com/media/samplechapters/9781620700938/9781620700938_chapter.pdf
http://www.demosmedical.com/media/samplechapters/9781620700938/9781620700938_chapter.pdf
http://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pdf/strategic_vision.pdf
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/65/wr/mm6520a1.htm
http://jama.jamanetwork.com/article.aspx?articleid=2533077
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/65/wr/mm6525a1.htm
http://econtent.hogrefe.com/doi/abs/10.1027/0227-5910/a000389
http://econtent.hogrefe.com/doi/abs/10.1027/0227-5910/a000389
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27017211
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27017211
mailto:violenceprevention@cdc.gov
http://www.cdc.gov/injury/email_list.html
http://blogs.cdc.gov/ncipc/
http://www.cdc.gov/injury/SocialMedia/index.html
http://twitter.com/cdcinjury
http://www.cdc.gov/injury/podcast.html
http://www.cdc.gov/injury/rss/rss.html

